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Date:		May 3, 2016

To:	Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., Chairman, County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., CPRP, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

[bookmark: _GoBack]Subject:	Authorization to Apply for Various Grants to include State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Snowmobile Grant Program; National Recreation and Park Association Great Urban Parks Campaign; and, the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund State and Local Assistance Program FY 2016 Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program – ACTION 

POLICY 
The Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) is requesting authorization to apply for one or more State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Snowmobile, National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) Great Urban Parks Campaign, and Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) State and Local Assistance Program FY 2016 Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program grants.

BACKGROUND
The DPRC has identified several grant programs that provide funding assistance for assets and activities that support its mission “to sustain the legacy of our world-class park system by managing and conserving natural, cultural and recreational resources for the benefit of the community.” In the coming months the DPRC intends to apply for funding from the programs that present the best fit with its needs and its existing financial resources. The funding opportunities the DPRC could potentially apply for include: 

The DNR Snowmobile Grant Program was created for the acquisition, development, and maintenance of public snowmobile trails. Eligible activity categories are maintenance of snowmobile trails, major bridge rehabilitation, trail rehabilitation, and trail development. Counties and tribes are the only eligible sponsors for snowmobile projects. The matching ratio is 80:20, state:local. Applications were due April 15, 2016 (the DPRC submitted an application before the deadline and is seeking retroactive authorization for that submittal).

The purpose of the NRPA Great Urban Parks Campaign is to demonstrate the effectiveness of green infrastructure to positively affect environmental change in underserved low-income communities and communities of color, and thereby increase community engagement, connection to nature, and physical activity by community residents. It is anticipated that the program will fund grants between $350,000 and $575,000. The maximum grant amount that will be awarded to a single applicant is $575,000. Matching funds are not required. However, it is expected that this grant will supplement substantial secured funding necessary to complete a proposed project. Applications were due by midnight (EDT) Friday, April 29, 2016 (the DPRC submitted an application before the deadline and is seeking retroactive authorization for that submittal).

The LWCF Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership Program is soliciting project proposals that acquire and/or develop public land for outdoor recreation purposes located within or serving jurisdictions delineated by the Census Bureau from the 2010 Census as “urbanized areas,” that is, areas with populations of 50,000 or more people and consisting of densely settled territory. The competition will prioritize projects located in or directly accessible to neighborhoods or communities that are underserved in terms of parks and recreation resources and where there are significant populations of people who are economically disadvantaged, minority, and/or youth. The LWCF assistance is available for a wide range of outdoor recreation uses and the facilities needed to support the use and enjoyment of these areas, including things like parks, sports and other playing fields, picnic areas, and water-based recreation facilities such as swimming pools, trails, campgrounds, boating facilities, etc.  Certain kinds of support facilities, such as restrooms, may also be eligible. Grants require a minimum of 1:1 match from state, local, or private sources. Awards will range from $250,000 to $750,000. Pre-applications are due on Friday, May 20, 2016.

RECOMMENDATION
The Parks Director recommends that DPRC be authorized to apply for one or more DNR Snowmobile, NRPA Great Urban Parks Campaign, and/or LWCF Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership grants.

Prepared by: Bill Waldron, Natural Resources Specialist

Approved by:


							
John Dargle, Jr., CPRP, Director			


copy: 	County Executive Chris Abele
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board 
Jason Haas, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Marcella Nicholson, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Jeremy Lucas, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Allyson Smith, Committee Coordinator, Office of the County Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research & Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
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