By Supervisor Nicholson							File No. 22-799


A RESOLUTION

Transferring $175,000 from Org. Unit 1940-1945 - Appropriation for Contingencies to Org. Unit 9000 - Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture for the purposes of effectuating a summer roller skating program at Red Arrow Park


WHEREAS, Milwaukee County’s Red Arrow Park is a 1.2-acre park located at 920 N. Water Street in downtown Milwaukee; and  

WHEREAS, in 1999, through a combination of public and private funding, Red Arrow Park was redesigned to include a 128’ x 95’ refrigerated ice-skating rink known as the “Slice of Ice”; and

WHEREAS, the Slice of Ice is seasonally operated by Milwaukee County Parks, with the season typically beginning in December and ending in late February or early March; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors adopted File No. 22-396 on March 24, 2022, requesting the Department of Parks explore the feasibility of utilizing Red Arrow Park’s ice-skating rink as a roller skating rink during the ice skating off-season; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Parks provided an informational report in File No. 22-542 stating the feasibility of transforming the ice-skating rink into a roller skating rink during the summer can be accomplished if a protective barrier was placed over the concrete surface on which the ice is formed; and

WHEREAS, the report also indicated that it would cost approximately $58,000 per month to install and maintain temporary framing for the rink to be activated based on a preliminary estimate received from a firm that performed a similar installation in the City of Philadelphia; and

WHEREAS, at its May 24, 2022 meeting, the Committee on Parks, Energy and Environment heard testimony from several members of the public and local business representatives, including the Milwaukee Downtown Business Improvement District 21, who expressed overwhelming support for the creation of a roller skating rink at Red Arrow Park; and

WHEREAS, using Red Arrow Park as a roller skating rink during the summer would provide opportunities for community skating events such as rock and roll fests and summer roller skating programs for children and youth; and

WHEREAS, activating the ice-skating rink during the off-season promotes positive physical and mental benefits, and recreational experiences for families, and will keep the Red Arrow Park Plaza operable year-round; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors authorizes and directs the Office of Strategy, Budget, and Performance working in conjunction with the Comptroller to transfer $175,000 from Org. Unit 1940-1945 – Appropriation for Contingencies to the appropriate accounts in Org. Unit 9000 - Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture to support a summer roller skating program at Red Arrow Park in July, August, and September of 2022 weather permitting; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture shall provide a report back to the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors for the December 2022 committee cycle detailing how the funds were used to either implement the roller skating program in 2022, prepare to implement the roller skating program in 2023, or were otherwise used to make improvements in Red Arrow Park that would support roller skating.
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