First Judicial District



[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
1
JEFFREY A. KREMERS
Chief Judge
Telephone: (414) 278-5116
DAVID A. HANSHER
Deputy Chief Judge
Telephone: (414) 278-5340
MAXINE A. WHITE
Deputy Chief Judge
Telephone: (414) 278-4482
BRUCE M. HARVEY
District Court Administrator
Telephone:  (414) 278-5115

BETH BISHOP PERRIGO
Deputy District Court Administrator
Telephone: (414) 278-5025
1
	
STATE OF WISCONSIN
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
MILWAUKEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
901 NORTH NINTH STREET, ROOM 609
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53233-1425

TELEPHONE (414) 278-5112
FAX (414) 223-1264
	
		   
		    

    
March 30, 2012

Sheriff David A. Clarke Jr.
Office of the Sheriff
Safety Building, Room 107

Dear Sheriff Clarke:

I am concerned about what appear to be unnecessary delays in the release of defendants from the jail on court ordered programs and the transfer of defendants to the CCC-South Facility prior to their first court appearance.  Additionally, I am unclear as to the reasons for the dramatic change in who is allowed on electronic monitoring and the rules going forward for determining eligibility for the program.

Taken together, these changes in procedure have resulted in an artificial increase in the jail population.  Conversely, the universal screening/bail monitoring program appears to be having a significant downward impact on the pre-trial population in the jail. 

I am asking for a meeting with you and any members of your command staff that you wish to have present to discuss these issues.  It is my hope that we can agree on a number of consistent strategies to ensure a jail population that protects public safety, which is everyone’s first concern, and yet is mindful of the cost in public dollars.

My specific concerns relate to the following issues:  

1. A reduction in defendants on electronic monitoring from over 200 per day to less than 40.

2. Resistance to placing all day reporting center inmates on GPS, despite the agreement that you and I reached a couple of years ago.

3. The transport of defendants to the CCC-South Facility prior to initial appearance resulting in sometimes several extra days in jail before making their court appearance and being released on bail.

4. Lengthy delays in placing court ordered Huber inmates into the Huber dorm.




I can provide you with case names and specific instances at our meeting.  Many of these have already been provided to members of your staff, but the situations seem to keep happening.
I look forward to meeting with you at your earliest convenience.


Very truly yours,



Jeffrey A. Kremers
Chief Judge 
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