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Date:		October 13, 2015

To:		Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

[bookmark: _GoBack]From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Kinnickinnic River Watershed Restoration Plan – INFORMATIONAL 

ISSUE
A verbal informational presentation by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District relative to a flood management study on the Kinnickinnic River and its tributaries.

BACKGROUND
In response to an increased flood risk to residents, businesses and organizations on Milwaukee’s south side, the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) is undertaking a comprehensive flood management study on the Kinnickinnic (KK) River and its tributaries.  Plans are currently being developed to make these streams a community asset once again by reducing the flood risk, restoring the river, and incorporating additional community enhancements. 
 
Due to the proximity of the floodplains to several Milwaukee County parks and the likelihood that many of the alternatives could have impacts on these parks, MMSD is working with the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) to develop updated park plans of several area parks.  These include Pulaski Park, KK River Parkway between S. 16th Street & S. 60th Street, Jackson Park, Lyons Park and Wilson Park.  The park planning effort will evaluate needs and opportunities within these parks as well as incorporate feedback from the adjacent neighborhoods and other users of the parks with the intent that any modifications to the parks proposed under the flood management study will maintain the overall park vision, and ultimately, provide an overall enhancement to the park and the community.
 
The flood management and park planning studies will be ongoing throughout 2015 into early 2016.  Public meetings will be held this fall to present draft alternatives to reduce flood risk and enhance the parks.  A second round of public meetings is scheduled for early 2016 to present the final alternatives.

RECOMMENDATION
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.

Prepared by: Patrick Elliott, MMSD

Recommended by:						 Approved by:



	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director



copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., Chairman, County Board
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Marina Dimitrijevic, District 4, County Board
Sup. Peggy Romo West, District 12, County Board
Sup. Jason Haas, District 14, County Board
Sup. John Weishan, District 16, County Board
Jeremy Lucas, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Allyson Smith, Committee Coordinator, Office of the County Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research and Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
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