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Education: 

2019-Present Graduate student UW-Milwaukee, Public History (graduating May 2024) 

 

1987-1986 Graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee with a Bachelor of Arts 

Degree in Film 

1970-1971 Military Photography School, Fort Monmouth, N.J 

 

1968-1970  Photography training at Milwaukee Area Technical 

 

 

Boards/ Committees: 

Governor’s Council on Tourism JEM Grant Committee (2019-2021) 

 

Wisconsin Historical Records Advisory Board in Association with State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin (2005-present) 
 

City of Milwaukee Naming of Streets and Building Advisory Board (2005- present)  

  

University of WI- Milwaukee Emeritus Board (2003-2015)  

Governor’s Committee for commemorating the Anniversary of Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial 

for the State of Wisconsin. (2008-2010)  

 

University of WI- Milwaukee African American Alumni Association President (2007-2009) 

40th Anniversary of the March Milwaukee Committee (2006-2007) 

    

Employment: 

1968-2007  Journal Sentinel Communications/WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee. Television 

Cameraman/Producer/ Editor. Retired 39 years.  

 

Documentaries: 

As producer and photographer for Journal Sentinel Communications/WTMJ, Gazette and Black 

Scene, below are listed a number of the documentaries produced: 

 

1. Airport Security series which resulted in increased security at Milwaukee Mitchell 

Airport. 
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2. Spot news and series (shooting of two policemen and resulting confrontations with the 

black community. My report showed how police responded by rampaging through the 

black community by beating and abusing black citizens. 

 

 

3. Migrant workers of Wisconsin (film, reports, edit. I took it upon myself to show the 

plight of the migrant workers. I traveled through the state and lived with the migrant 

workers for two weeks. This documentary resulted in the Wisconsin legislature drafting 

laws to protect the migrant workers of Wisconsin) 

 

4. Black Political Convention in Gary, IN (attended this convention which resulted in 

political change for the Black community in Milwaukee and the rest of the country. 

 

5. BLACK COMMUNITIES (developed a three-hour film on black housing, migration, 

settlements and trade skills in the United States, Milwaukee and Wisconsin. This film has 

been shown on NBC affiliate, WTMJ-TV in Milwaukee, and on public television 

throughout the state. It is available through the Milwaukee Public Library system.) 

 

6. BEAT THE HAWK (a film designated to motivate low-income people to insulate their 

homes.) 

 

7. COMMANDOS (a film profile of a group of young men who were a part of open 

housing marches during the 1960’s in Milwaukee and how that has helped them to help 

others today) 

 

Teaching:  

2008 Marquette University Public History course/Civil Rights 

2008 Milwaukee Journal Sentinel-News Cinema Photography course  

1988 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee--News Cinema Photography course 

  

Travel: Europe- Soviet Union, Germany, France and Spain; Africa-Libra, Senegal, The 

Gambia, Ghana, Egypt, Kenya and Somalia; and China.  

 

Awards: 

2023   CAPITA Productions, “We Are The Drum” Awards, Received  

for “Exceptional Black History Research and Preservation” 

2020   City of Milwaukee, “Living Legacy Award”  

2010 National Emmy-Silver Circle Award, National Academy of Television Arts and 



 

CLAYBORN BENSON III / PAGE 3 

 

   Sciences 

2008 Hall of Fame Award from Milwaukee Press Club 

2008 Lincoln Gaines Award for Community Service from YMCA of Metropolitan  

   Milwaukee 

2007 Mayor Tom Barrett presented “Key to the City” Award 

2007 Acknowledgement Award for thirty nine years of Service and Leadership from  

   African American Photojournalist 

2007 Acknowledgement Award for 39 years of service to the Community from  

   Milwaukee Bucks  

2007 Service Award for preserving history of African people from Africans on the Move 

2007 Special Congressional Recognition from Congresswoman Gwen Moore 

2007 Certificate of Appreciation from the Installation Commander, from Fort McCoy 

    located in Fort McCoy, Wisconsin 

2007 Commendation Award for Noteworthy Accomplishment for Marquette  

   Interchange Project from the Milwaukee County Historical Society 

2007 Certificate of Commendation for Marquette Interchange Project from Governor  

   Jim Doyle  

2007 Certificate of Special Recognition from Senator Russ Feingold 

2007 Legacy Award from Gray’s Child Development Center 

2006 Lifetime Achievement Award from ATU Local 998 Women’s Caucus 

2002 President’s Award from Milwaukee Brotherhood of Firefighters 

2001 “It Takes a Whole Village” Lifetime Achievement Award from Milwaukee 

   Community Journal  

2000 Emmy nomination “Wisconsin African History: Past and Present” / Producer from  

   Midwest News Association 

2000 Trail Blazer Award from the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority- Epsilon Kappa Omega  

   Chapter  

2000 Outstanding Service in Journalism from Wisconsin Black Media Association 

2000 The Anvil Award from St Marks A.M.E Church 

1988 Milwaukee County Historical Society ‘Recognition Award’ 

1987 Citation for the Milwaukee County Board for Public Service for producing Black  
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   Communities’    

1987 Achievement Award from the Association of Press Professionals (APP) 

1986 Certificate of Responsible Journalism from the Department of Vocational  

   Rehabilitation 

1985 Unity Award in Media, Lincoln University of Missouri, First Place 

1984  Meritorious Award from the Black Media Association 

1977 American Bar Association, Certificate of Merit for “Forgive Us Our Debts” 

1976 Best Television Feature, Culture Bridges from Ghana, West Africa to Milwaukee,  

   WI (filmed in Ghana) 

1976 Janus Award of the National Mortgage and Banks Association 

1976  Alumni Award from my high school, West Division, for outstanding contribution to  

   the community 

1974 Citation from the Wisconsin Legislature for Responsible Journalism 

1973 First Place, Documentary, Wisconsin Press Photographers 

 




