


To:  Members of the Wellness Committee and Milwaukee County Commission on Aging
From: Mark P. Behar, PA-C, Commissioner
Date: June 25, 2026

Re: Promoting Age-Friendly Access, Participation, and Recognition at Milwaukee County Festivals, Events, Parks, and Public Venues

Dear Commissioners and Wellness Committee Members:

Milwaukee County is home to an extraordinary array of festivals, cultural celebrations, community gatherings, recreational opportunities, and public spaces that enrich the lives of residents and visitors alike. Events such as Summerfest, PrideFest, Festa Italiana, Irish Fest, Bastille Days, the Brady Street Festival, neighborhood celebrations, farmers markets, and many other activities throughout Milwaukee County Parks contribute significantly to the social, cultural, economic, and civic vitality of our community.

These events provide opportunities for social engagement, lifelong learning, recreation, cultural appreciation, volunteerism, and intergenerational connection. They also support many of the goals embraced by the Milwaukee County Commission on Aging, including healthy aging, social connectedness, community participation, and quality of life.

As Milwaukee County's population ages, however, many older adults encounter barriers that may limit their ability to comfortably participate in these important community experiences. Long walking distances, inadequate seating, limited shade and cooling opportunities, insufficient hydration stations, challenges navigating large venues, and limited mobility assistance can make attendance difficult or discourage participation altogether.

The Commission on Aging has long advocated for policies and practices that enable older adults to remain engaged, active, and connected within their communities. Participation in public life should not be limited by avoidable environmental barriers. Moreover, many accommodations that benefit older adults also benefit individuals with disabilities, caregivers, veterans, families with young children, and others who may experience mobility or endurance challenges.

Accordingly, I respectfully propose that the Wellness Committee begin exploring strategies to promote Age-Friendly Events and Public Spaces throughout Milwaukee County. This effort would not seek to impose mandates on festival organizers, venue operators, or community organizations. Rather, it would encourage collaboration, education, and voluntary adoption of practices that support meaningful participation by older adults and individuals with mobility limitations.

Potential areas of consideration may include:
· Accessible and conveniently located seating and rest areas 
· Shade structures, cooling stations, and weather-protection measures 
· Drinking water and hydration stations 
· Mobility assistance services such as golf carts, trams, or shuttle transportation within large venues 
· Accessible restrooms and pathways 
· Clear signage, maps, and wayfinding information 
· Accessibility information provided in advance of events 
· Opportunities for older adult input during planning and evaluation processes 

In addition, the Commission may wish to explore the development of a voluntary Age-Friendly Event and Venue Recognition Program, through which festivals, parks, community events, cultural institutions, and public venues could earn recognition for implementing age-friendly practices.
Similar to family-friendly, bicycle-friendly, dementia-friendly, and other community recognition programs, an Age-Friendly designation would acknowledge organizations that demonstrate leadership in welcoming older adults and promoting inclusive participation.

Such a program could be developed in partnership with organizations including AARP Wisconsin, Milwaukee County Parks, Visit Milwaukee, disability advocacy organizations, senior centers, and community stakeholders.

This proposal is intended as the beginning of a conversation and a framework for future action. Through assessment, stakeholder engagement, development of best practices, and voluntary recognition programs, Milwaukee County has an opportunity to become a leader in fostering age-friendly public events and spaces that are welcoming to residents of all ages.

I respectfully request that the Wellness Committee consider this topic for discussion and recommend appropriate action to the full Commission on Aging.

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued commitment to improving the lives of older adults throughout Milwaukee County.

Respectfully submitted,


Mark P. Behar, PA-C
Commissioner
Milwaukee County Commission on Aging




