File No. RES 11-622
(ITEM     ) A resolution by Supervisors Biddle, Broderick and Jursik, establishing the Milwaukee County Task Force on Human Trafficking to study and make recommendations on policies, practices, prevention and service models that will protect Milwaukee County’s youth from being victimized and sexually exploited, by recommending adoption of the following:

A RESOLUTION
.
WHEREAS, “Human trafficking exists in Wisconsin” according to a survey conducted by the Human Trafficking Committee of the Wisconsin Office of Justice Assistance, and published in a 2008 report titled Hidden in Plain Sight,; and
WHEREAS, the key findings of that report include:

· Service providers and/or justice system agencies have encountered as many as 200 victims of sex and labor trafficking

· Wisconsin experiences domestic and international human trafficking

· Service providers and justice system agencies recognize their limited knowledge on the topic, but are eager to engage on the topic

· Human trafficking is both a rural and urban concern

· In most cases, trafficking is perpetuated by family members, prostitution clients and pimps
; and;
WHEREAS, the Polaris Project, an organization dedicated to combating human trafficking and modern-day slavery, evaluates all states on statutory categories that are vital to forming an anti-trafficking framework, has identified Wisconsin as being deficient in 6 of 10 statutory categories, including:

· Forfeiture of assets acquired through the crime of human trafficking

· Tools for law enforcement in investigations of human trafficking

· Law enforcement training on human trafficking

· Establishing a human trafficking hotline

· Establishing a safe harbor for the protection of sex trafficked minors

· Programs and services, or funding for same, for victim assistance

· Expungement or vacation of prostitution convictions committed by a trafficking victim

; and

 WHEREAS, due to the lack of laws, awareness of the problem, services and culturally-competent resources, victims of human trafficking often experience homelessness, loss of family, drug and/or alcohol addiction, joblessness and a general disassociation with society; and

WHEREAS, there have been legislative efforts in the Wisconsin legislature to help address some of the statutory deficiencies highlighted in the Polaris Project report including 2007 Wisconsin Act 116 which made human trafficking and trafficking of a child specific criminal offenses; and
WHEREAS, Milwaukee County has the subject matter experts, law enforcement officials, and “experts on the ground” to confront this problem and produce viable and achievable results including, establishing statutory, judicial and law enforcement intervention, increasing public awareness, and developing appropriate service models that meet the human, economic and legal needs of victims; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby establishes the Milwaukee County Task Force on Human Trafficking, with membership appointed by the County Board Chairman from the following agencies or disciplines: Milwaukee District Attorney’s Office, Chief Judge of Milwaukee County, Milwaukee Police, Milwaukee County Sheriff, Bureau of Milwaukee Child Welfare, Milwaukee Public Schools, Office of Justice Assistance Human Trafficking Committee, ASHA Family Services, Benedict Center, Pathfinders, Meta House, and Milwaukee’s LGBT community; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Task Force on Human Trafficking shall have the ability to enroll additional subject matter experts as deemed necessary at no cost to Milwaukee County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Task Force shall make recommendations, no later than September 30, 2012, to the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services on:

· Appropriate service models, including culturally competent services

· Policies and practices, including changes to state laws, that protect both children and adults from trafficking

· Policies and practices on judicial and law enforcement interventions

· Job training and recovery for victims
· Establishing transitional housing or safe houses for victims. 
