America’s Black Holocaust Museum

General Mitchell International Airport Exhibit Proposal
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February 2012

Committee on Transportation, Public Works & Transit

Activity: Creating a standing exhibit at General Mitchell International Airport by 

America’s Black Holocaust Museum (ABHM) to serve as a proud example of Milwaukee's rich and diverse history.

Purpose: To showcase Multiculturalism and promote ABHM.

Theme: A welcoming exhibit highlighting the diversity of Wisconsin through the            contributions of notable figures advancing this cause from all walks of life.

Timing: Exhibit opening May/June 2012.  Duration is flexible.  Exhibit themes and content will be updated twice per year.

Funding: ABHM will cover the costs of research and content.  ABHM will request the County of Milwaukee to provide space, electricity and help host a modest kickoff event at the Airport exhibit site.

Description

The ABHM will selectively comb through its archives to develop exhibits that will show foreign and domestic visitors to Mitchell Airport the history and contributions primarily of African Americans and others who were committed to Multiculturalism.  The benefit of such an exhibit is it gives us who live in the County and beyond an opportunity to factually frame and present our unique common experience.   Furthermore, it will positively punctuate the continuing challenge of our changing demographic.

Benefit

The exhibit will provide visitors and residents an opportunity to share in our collective history and culture. 

Logistics

We are seeking an exhibit space of least 150 square feet.  The exhibit will consist primarily of panels with photos, art and historical captions.  TV monitors with looped DVD’s will tell these stories on film.  To make the exhibit interactive, computer monitors with our new website and links to associated websites will be available for visitors whose interest run deeper.

Concept Narrative

Wisconsin has a history of activism and self-determination through the efforts of people from diverse backgrounds and experiences coming together. The legacy of Dr. James Cameron, the only known survivor of a lynching, and subsequently the ABHM, has been and continues to be a point of interest locally, nationally and internationally. The closing of the museum shortly following the death of its founder was a great loss to the community as a whole.  In the past year there has been an enlivened group of individuals and organizations committed to reviving the museum as a symbol of our collective ability to overcome even our most intractable challenges. In addition to the proposed installation at General Mitchell International Airport, the museum is in the development stage with multiple institutions around the city for which similar exhibits will be on display. It is our hope that the exhibit at the Mitchell Airport will be the flagship. Earlier this month, in honor of Dr. Cameron’s birthday, February 25, the museum launched the first phase of the America's Black Holocaust Virtual Museum. Our vision for the General Mitchell International Airport exhibit is to feature a kiosk from which the virtual museum can be experienced and accented by a backdrop of artifacts from the actual museum's archives.  The America’s Black Holocaust Museum exhibit at General Mitchell International Airport could serve as an extraordinary addition to the already impressive renovation that is a powerful reflection of our past, present and future. This is a concept that could provide a great service to the City, County, State, Country and the World.
Summary

The opportunity to showcase the ABHM collection at one of Wisconsin’s premiere gateways is exciting.  This appears to be a big win for the State of Wisconsin and its gateway visitors.  This is a chance to frame our own story and show the growing pains and subsequent triumphs metropolitan areas must endure to become great as Milwaukee County continues to be.

