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Date:		October 13, 2015		

To:		Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Kulwicki Park Land History – INFORMATIONAL 

POLICY 
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) presenting an informational report on the history of Kulwicki Park land at the request of the Chairman of the Parks, Energy and Environmental Committee.

BACKGROUND
Kulwicki Park is a 28-acre park located southeast of Highway 100 and Cold Spring Road in the City of Greenfield. The following is a brief history based on existing DPRC files.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In 1987 and 1988 Milwaukee County conveyed surplus parklands in the area of Highway 100 and West Layton Avenue to a developer for the purpose of the construction of an aquatic park (referenced in File No. 88-629).  It was determined that construction of the aquatic park would fill in eight (8) acres of wetland.  As a result, the developer was required by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to mitigate that impact.  Milwaukee County then entered into an agreement with the developer allowing him to construct and maintain eight (8) acres of wetland mitigation on County lands adjacent to his property.  There was a condition in the agreement to grant Milwaukee County an option to purchase a portion or all of the lands earlier conveyed to him by the County if he failed to “substantially comply” with the aquatic park project plan.

In 1990, the developer completed the construction of the water park and operated it for one season.  Citing the loss of capital, the developer sold a parcel to Walmart for development and the water park was converted into a golf course driving range.  

In 1993, the Alan Kulwicki Foundation approached the DPRC to develop a Little League complex and pavilion in the park.  Cold Spring Park was formally renamed Alan D. Kulwicki Park by County Board Resolution. Throughout the early to mid-1990’s, the park was developed and programmed in partnership with the City of Greenfield, the Alan Kulwicki Park Memorial Committee, and Greenfield Little League.  In 1994, The DPRC approached City of Greenfield with its plans to develop the north part of the park (north of Wildcat Creek) into a neighborhood park.  The south end, south of the creek, was the proposed Greenfield Little League complex which would be constructed with private funds.  Alan Kulwicki Park and Brooks Pavilion opened in 1998.

DPRC constructed a service facility for the park north of Cold Spring Road in 1994. The Kulwicki Foundation assigned the operation and maintenance of the pavilion to the Greenfield Lions Club.  

In 2013, a new Walmart building was constructed to the southeast and the old Walmart is leased to a church.

RECOMMENDATION
This report is provided as an informational item as requested.

Prepared by: Jim Ciha, Landscape Architect and Laura Schloesser, Chief of Operations and External Affairs


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director



Attachment A – Annotated Aerial Photo
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