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File No. 18-736

A resolution by Supervisor Shea, urging the United States (U.S.) Congress to reduce its
fiscal outlays to the U.S. Department of Defense and reallocate those funds to domestic
concerns with the goal of a more peaceful international system and enhanced domestic
human fulfillment, by recommending adoption of the following:

A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the United States (U.S.) as a Member State of the United Nations,
has ratified the Charter of the United Nations, which states, “We the peoples of the
United Nations determined to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war,
which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and to reaffirm faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal
rights of men and women and of nations large and small...;” and

WHEREAS, Congress approved a $686 billion military budget for Fiscal Year
2019, an increase of $74 billion over 2018, and consumes an estimated 52 percent of
the entire Federal discretionary budget; and

WHEREAS, according to data from the Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute, the U.S. taxpayers in 2017 paid more for their military than the combined
military expenditures of China, Saudi Arabia, Russia, India, France, the United
Kingdom, and Japan; and

WHEREAS, according to the Political Economy Research Institute of the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, spending $1 billion on domestic priorities
produces “substantially more jobs within the U.S. economy than would the same $1
billion spent on the military;” and

WHEREAS, Congress should reallocate Federal military outlays toward human
and environmental needs: aid toward the goal of providing free, superior education from
pre-school through college, end world hunger, convert the U.S. to clean energy, provide
clean drinking water everywhere needed, build high speed trains between all major U.S.
cities, finance a full-employment jobs program, and double non-military foreign aid; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations, at its meeting of
October 18, 2018, recommended adoption of File No. 18-736 (vote 3-1); now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors (County Board)
urges the United States Congress to cut military spending to the extent possible, and
allocate the surplus toward domestic functions such as clean energy, transportation,
and education; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Board requests that the County Clerk
provide this resolution to Federal elected officials who represent any part of Milwaukee
County.
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