File No. 12-587
(ITEM           )  A resolution by Supervisors Romo West, Mayo, Bowen, Stamper, and Harris authorizing and directing the Director, Department on Aging, to work with the Intergenerational Council of the Commission on Aging to promote and expand intergenerational programming in Milwaukee County, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, intergenerational programming seeks to connect individuals of all ages; and


WHEREAS, such programming allows for the fostering of understanding between communities of youth and older adults and often results in mutually enriching relationships; and

WHEREAS, recent events, including the fatal shooting of a 13-year-old by a 75-year-old neighbor, highlight the fragility of relationships between individuals, which can be present within diverse communities like Milwaukee County; and


WHEREAS, opportunities for individuals to connect with those who are different and those they may not encounter in typical daily life allow for the growth of social and emotional skills, empathy, and a greater understanding of other’s needs; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Commission on Aging has a Standing Committee, the Intergenerational Council, which works to promote and strengthen solidarity, support, and positive interaction among generations in the community; and

WHEREAS, the Intergenerational Council has done a lot of great work, including: creating a dialogue between older adults and youth, teaching youth basic knowledge of growing older, including health issues common among older adults like memory loss/dementia, offering tips for communicating with older adults, and promotion of the “Buddy Program,” facilitated by St. Ann’s Center for Intergenerational Care, where area middle school youth participate in an in-service project interacting and connecting with older adults; and

WHEREAS, such programming also exposes youth to health care, which may spark an interest in pursuing career opportunities in the growing field of health care; and

WHEREAS, it behooves Milwaukee County to expand upon this good work, plan more intergenerational activities throughout Milwaukee County, and increase volunteerism of both groups; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director of the Department on Aging, or his/her designee, is authorized and directed to work with the Intergenerational Council to facilitate a symposium connecting older adults and the agencies which represent them with youth and area youth groups; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in addition to facilitating intergenerational conversations, the symposium should seek to achieve the following:

· Seek to expand membership on the Intergenerational Council to additional partner agencies within Milwaukee County

· Develop a guide sheet of intergenerational activities

· Make recommendations for additional intergenerational programming

· Develop evaluation and performance measurement tools for intergenerational programming so that future programming can be ‘evidence-based’

· Reach out to other Milwaukee County departments to brainstorm additional intergenerational program opportunities, including: 

· The Department of Family Care

· The Department of Health and Human Services-Delinquency and Court Services Division and Children’s Court to seek cooperation with juvenile delinquency agencies to integrate intergenerational activities into Children’s Court programming

; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Youth Task Force is authorized and directed to discuss intergenerational programming, and include recommendations for intergenerational programming and opportunities in their September 2012 report; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director, Department on Aging, and the Intergenerational Council shall report back to the County Board on the progress of their efforts via the Committee on Health and Human Needs, beginning in the October 2012 meeting cycle; subsequent reports shall be submitted at the direction of the Committee on Health and Human Needs.
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