
By Supervisors Biddle and Haas
Journal,


File No. 11-

A RESOLUTION

Providing for an advisory referendum on the April 3, 2012 election ballot to inquire of Milwaukee County residents whether all Wisconsin workers should have the right to seek safe working conditions and fair pay through collective bargaining.
WHEREAS, collective bargaining and other workers’ rights have helped make Wisconsin a great state to live and work as well as to raise and educate our families; and
WHEREAS, Wisconsin has a long history of valuing and protecting its workers, having passed the nation’s first workers’ compensation law in 1911 and the first unemployment compensation law in 1932; and
WHEREAS, the rights of public sector bargaining originated in Wisconsin in 1959; and
WHEREAS, Wisconsin citizens have long benefitted from the gains made by workers through collective bargaining, such as worker safety, sick leave, the eight-hour work day, the forty-hour work week, and the ability to live the American Dream; and
WHEREAS, collective bargaining rights have enabled working men and women to achieve a fair and equitable standard of living that, in turn, have enabled local businesses to prosper; and
WHEREAS, collective bargaining and other worker rights are under assault within our state by those seeking to maximize corporate profits over the welfare of working class citizens; now , therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, by the County Board of Supervisors of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, as follows:


Section 1.  Referendum Election.  The County Clerk is hereby directed to call an advisory referendum election to be held at the regularly scheduled election to be held on April 3, 2012, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of the county the proposition of whether all Wisconsin workers should have the right to seek safe working conditions and fair pay through collective bargaining.


Section 2.  Official Referendum Ballot Form.  The ballot to be used at the referendum election shall be prepared in accordance with the provision of Sections 5.64(2) and 7.08 (1)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes.  The ballot shall be substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Milwaukee County Legislative Delegation, Governor Scott Walker and the Wisconsin Counties Association.

EXHIBIT A

OFFICIAL REFERENDUM BALLOT

APRIL 3, 2012

If you desire to vote on the question, mark a cross (“X”) in the square beneath the question after “YES”  if  in favor of the question or  mark a cross (“X”) in the square beneath the question after “NO”  if opposed to  the question.

ADVISORY REFERENDUM

Should all Wisconsin workers have the right to seek safe working conditions and fair pay through collective bargaining?



YES  






NO  


