Supervisor Willie Johnson Jr., Chairperson

From the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services, reporting on:

File No. RES 11-695
(ITEM     ) A Resolution by Supervisors Broderick, Weishan, Biddle and Haas, authorizing the Chief Judge of Milwaukee County to collaborate with the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee to develop Shakespeare in the Courts as a pilot alternative to incarceration option for sentencing of juvenile offenders, by recommending adoption of the following:

AN AMENDED RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the city of Pittsfield, MA implemented a Shakespeare in the Courts program in 2001 where youth offenders aged 13-17 are sentenced en lieu of incarceration or other programming for offenses such as assault, battery, breaking and entering, truancy and chronic school offenses; and

WHEREAS, in the Pittsfield, MA program adjudicated juvenile offenders work with Shakespeare & Company artists and participate in classes, rehearsals, and performances of scenes from Shakespeare's plays; and
WHEREAS, because of the structural, yet collegial environment of theater productions, participating youth learn to break down social barriers, increase their self-esteem and confidence, learn to meet individual and team responsibilities, and work collaboratively with diverse groups toward a positive outcome; and

WHEREAS, the Theatre Department at the Peck School of the Arts at the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, as the recipient of the assets of the dissolved Milwaukee Shakespeare Company, is uniquely positioned to implement Shakespeare productions; and
WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Delinquency and Court Services Division of the Department of Health and Human Services (DCSD) is charged $284 per day - $103,660 annualized – by the State for each youth sentenced to incarceration at Wisconsin’s secure juvenile detention center; and 

WHEREAS, Shakespeare in the Courts would be an additional option for judges at the Vel Phillips Juvenile Justice Center to complement existing programs and services designed to help youth offenders rehabilitate rather than being incarcerated; and

WHEREAS, due to unavoidable delays in implementing Universal Screening until late in 2011, some of the funding allocated for that pilot project is available for reallocation prior to year end to help launch the Shakespeare in the Courts program, with the understanding that the Chief Judge and/or DCSD will pursue grant funding ; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Judge of Milwaukee County is authorized to collaborate with the Theatre Program at the Peck School of the Arts at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee to develop a Shakespeare in the Courts pilot program as a sentencing alternative for youth offenders; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Judge is authorized to encumber up to $65,000 of the unexpended 2011 allocation for Universal Screening for the pilot program; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Judge and the Director, Department of Health and Human Services are authorized to apply for grants for the future underwriting of Shakespeare in the Courts programming; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any contract proposal arising from this initiative shall be let in accordance with the provisions of Milwaukee County ordinances and shall be submitted for review and approval by the appropriate County Board committees and the County Board.
