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A RESOLUTION

Prohibiting non-essential, county-funded travel to or expenditures in Indiana until the State of Indiana repeals Indiana Code Title 34 Article13 Chapter 9

	WHEREAS, on March 26, 2015 the Governor of Indiana signed into law Senate Act 101, creating Indiana Code Title 34 Article13 Chapter 9; and

	WHEREAS, Senate Act 101 prohibits a governmental entity from substantially burdening a person's exercise of religion; and

	WHEREAS, Senate Act 101 may permit business owners who are biased against the LGBT community to discriminate against individuals who identify as LGBT by denying services or goods; and 

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County has historically supported the rights of LGBT individuals, most recently through the following actions:  
· The County Executive extending the County Courthouse’s public hours on June 6, 2014 and June 7, 2014, to allow LBGT couples to marry;
· Passage of a non-discrimination policy to ensure equal opportunity to all persons from all segments of Milwaukee County in contracting, employment, and promotional opportunity and equal access to public services;
· Extending health benefits coverage to the domestic partners of County employees

; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County is committed to providing an environment that embraces differences and diversity, enabling all residents to reach their full potential; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County expended over $10,000 in 2013 for travel in Indiana unrelated to public safety; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County’s taxpayer dollars should not contribute to communities that enact legislation that sharply contrasts to Milwaukee County’s goal of providing equal access to opportunities for all; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, until such time as the State of Indiana repeals Indiana Code Title 34 Article13 Chapter 9 “Religious Freedom Restoration”, travel to or expenditures in Indiana that are county-funded and considered non-essential by department directors, are prohibited. 
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