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Date:		February 27, 2015			

To:		Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Natural Areas 2014 Annual Report – INFORMATIONAL

ISSUE
A verbal presentation regarding the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture’s (DRPC) Natural Areas 2014 Annual Report focusing on major accomplishments.

BACKGROUND
The DPRC’s Natural Areas Program is a creative use of partnerships to engage Wisconsin’s largest urban community through the science and beauty of restoration ecology.  In just six short years this newly reborn Natural Areas Program has developed over 80 community partnerships and a large volunteer corps (92,000 hours from 2009-2014) consisting of universities, public schools, community groups, government agencies, not-for-profits, religious institutions, individuals, and corporations working to assist with the restoration management of the DPRC’s 10,000-acre Natural Areas Program.  

The overriding goal is restoration and management of these natural resources, however, significant efforts to bind the citizens of Milwaukee County to their natural areas is a priority.  In the process, the Natural Areas Program is creating stewards, advocates, donors, and in effect, a corps of restoration ecologists. 

RECOMMENDATION
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.




Prepared by: Brian Russart, Natural Areas Coordinator


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director






Attachment – Natural Areas 2014 Annual Report



copy:	Chris Abele, County Executive
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research & Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Eloisa Gomez, University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension
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