FOR SUSPENSION OF THE RULES


By Supervisors Lipscomb, Sr., Taylor, Johnson, Jr.,			 File No. 18-594
Moore Omokunde, Shea, and Martin
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Authorizing and requesting the Milwaukee County Register of Deeds to distribute an additional 500 birth records for voting and 250 birth records for youth jobs through the Free Birth Certificate Program for voting and youth employment


 	WHEREAS, in the 2012 Adopted Budget, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors (County Board) established the Free Birth Certificate Program in the Register of Deeds’ department to assist individuals in obtaining birth certificates to secure photo identification (ID) for voting purposes; and

WHEREAS, in 2014, the County Board adopted File No. 14-280 expanding the Free Birth Certificate Program to dedicate one-third of the remaining free birth certificates to youth between the ages of 15-21 who needed a birth certificate to secure an employment opportunity; and

 	WHEREAS, the $20 in revenue typically received for a birth certificate is apportioned as follows: $15 is remitted to the State and $5 remains as general revenue within the Office of the Register of Deeds; and

WHEREAS, younger individuals who are seeking employment require birth certificates during the hiring process to take advantage of job opportunities, secure employment and eliminate barriers to obtaining an (ID) for voting purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board adopted File No. 17-572 on July 27, 2017, to continue the Free Birth Certificate Program in response to a report from the Register of Deeds that the last free birth record was nearly distributed; and

WHEREAS, On July 5, 2018, the Register of Deeds notified the County Board Chairperson that the last free birth record was given out on April 9, 2018, and estimated that 750 additional birth records would be issued for the remainder of 2018 if the Program were continued, including 500 for voting and 250 for youth jobs; and

WHEREAS, removing barriers to obtaining ID for voting purposes, as well as assisting young residents who are seeking employment remains a priority for Milwaukee County; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors authorizes and requests the Register of Deeds to continue the Free Birth Certificate Program for   individuals seeking a birth certificate to obtain an (ID) for voting purposes  or for youth ages 15-21 who need a birth certificate to secure employment; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Register of Deeds shall continue to require that individuals seeking a free birth certificate must complete and sign a form verifying that they meet the criteria for obtaining a free birth certificate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Director of the Department of Administrative Services, working in conjunction with the Comptroller, is authorized to transfer $11,250 from Org. Unit 1945, to the appropriate accounts in the Office of the Register of Deeds to continue the Free Birth Certificate Program; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that once the limit of 750 birth certificates is reached, no additional free birth certificates shall be provided unless authorized and funded by the County Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Register of Deeds is requested to submit an update on the program to the County Board prior to the birth record limit being reached so that policymakers can consider whether the program should be continued without interruption.  
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