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COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

Interoffice Memorandum
DATE:

May 15, 2015


TO:

Supervisor Patricia Jursik
FROM:
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research and Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
SUBJECT:
ATTENDANCE AT MILWAUKEE COUNTY CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS 


REQUEST
On April 6, you requested information about attendance at Milwaukee County cultural attractions, specifically the percentage of visitors who reside in Milwaukee County versus a different community. 
BACKGROUND

The chart below summarizes the revenue and attendance data for the following Milwaukee County cultural attractions: Milwaukee County Zoo, Milwaukee Art Museum, Marcus Center, Milwaukee Public Museum, and season ticket holders for Marquette Men’s Basketball. 
	
	Type of Visitor

	Cultural Attraction
	MKE County Resident
	Non-County Resident

	Milwaukee County Zoo*
	37.9%
	62.1%

	Milwaukee Art Museum*
	67.1%
	32.9%

	Marcus Center
	40.0%
	60.0%

	Milwaukee Public Museum
	42.0%
	58.0%

	Marquette Men's Basketball Season Ticket Holders
	45.0%
	55.0%

	*Numbers are averages from 2012, 2013, & 2014


Zoo

The Milwaukee County Zoo saw a total combined revenue of $10,579,966.05 from 2012 through 2014.  Revenues from County residents for those years totaled $3,608,750.50, while Non-County resident revenues totaled $6,971,215.55.  The Zoo received $7,835,189 in tax levy in the 2015 Adopted Budget. 


Milwaukee Art Museum
The Milwaukee Art Museum saw total average revenue of $5,123,357 between years 2012 through 2014.  Admissions revenue alone consisted of 26 percent from County residents, and 74 percent from Non-County residents.  The Art Museum received $1,100,000 in tax levy in the 2015 Adopted Budget.
Milwaukee Public Museum

The Milwaukee Public Museum received $3,500,000 in tax levy in the 2015 Adopted Budget.  They had the following revenues for gate admission, school groups, and special exhibits from 2012 through 2014:
2012

a) $2,230,675 in admission revenue

b) 332,013 individuals paid admission – does not include theater, other events

c.)  54% from Milwaukee County

2013
a) $2,267,064 in admission revenue

b) 372,503 individuals paid admission – does not include theater, other events

c.)  58% from Milwaukee County

2014
a.)  $2,884,024 in admissions revenue

b.) 303,276 individuals paid admission – does not include theater, other events

c.) 42% from Milwaukee County
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts

The Marcus Center received $1,088,000 in tax levy in the 2015 Adopted Budget.  Based on the zip codes associated with ticket sales for Broadway and other Marcus Center events, approximately 40 percent are purchased by County residents, with 60 percent by Non-County residents.  The Marcus Center has communicated that it is difficult to track the residential revenues in conjunction with visitation from ticket sales from groups that are residents of the Marcus Center such as the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, the Milwaukee Ballet, and First Stage, all of whom sell their own tickets.
Information Regarding the Milwaukee County Zoological Society’s Membership
As of May 2015, the Milwaukee County Zoological Society holds approximately 50,000 household memberships.  On average, the number of memberships range between 49,000 to 52,000 on a month to month basis, with numbers increasing in the warmer months.  The chart below shows a breakdown of the most significant percentages of household memberships per their respective counties and areas: 
	

	Residential County
	Percentage of Zoological Society Memberships

	Milwaukee County
	43%

	Waukesha County
	33%

	Washington County
	7%

	Ozaukee County

Kenosha County
	4%

2%

	Racine County

Northern Illinois
	4%
4%


