By Supervisor Harris








A RESOLUTION

In support of raising and indexing the federal minimum wage and the sub-minimum wage for tipped workers to restore it to its historic value and urging Congress to draft and pass legislation that accomplishes such.


WHEREAS, eighteen states have raised their minimum wages above the federal rate, including Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, Ohio, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington, and the District of Columbia; and


WHEREAS, ten states index the minimum wage annually to keep pace with the rising cost of living to prevent the minimum wage from eroding; and


WHEREAS, the minimum wage under the federal Fair Labor Standards is only $7.25 per hour, or $15,000 a year for a full-time, year round worker; and


WHEREAS, the current federal minimum wage leaves full-time earners and their families below the federal poverty line; and


WHEREAS, seventy-six percent of workers earning at or near minimum wage are adults; and


WHEREAS, minimum wage workers are disproportionately women and persons of color; and


WHEREAS, the federal minimum wage for workers who receive tips has been frozen at a mere $2.13 since 1991 and the vast majority of workers subject to this sub-minimum wage are women; and


WHEREAS, the minimum wage is becoming more important as more workers rely on low-wage jobs to make ends meet and as job growth since the recession has been disproportionately concentrated in low-wage occupations; and


WHEREAS, research shows that raising the minimum wage boosts incomes of low-paid workers without reducing employment, even during periods of high unemployment, now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors support raising and indexing the federal minimum wage and the sub-minimum wage for tipped workers to restore it to its historic value and urges Congress to draft and pass legislation that accomplishes such.

