	COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE
	INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION



DATE:	January 15, 2013

[bookmark: _GoBack]TO:	Supervisor Marina Dimitrijevic, County Board Chairwoman

FROM:	Charles Wikenhauser, Zoo Director

SUBJECT:	APPROVAL TO EXECUTE A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR ADVERTISING SERVICES AT THE MILWAUKEE COUNTY ZOO, 2013 AND 2014


ISSUE

The Milwaukee County Zoo requests approval to execute a professional services contract with Red Arrow Advertising in the amount not to exceed $60,000 per year to provide advertising services to the Milwaukee County Zoo in 2013 and 2014, including a two-year renewable extension.

 
BACKGROUND

Milwaukee County Ordinance 56.30 requires that all professional service agreements with a value of $50,000 or greater be reviewed by the appropriate standing committee and approved by the County Board.

In an effort to keep its high profile as a major tourist attraction, and increase attendance and revenue by creating a comprehensive advertising campaign, Zoo management issued a Request for Proposals to obtain responses from interested Advertising Agencies.

The Request for Proposal was posted on the Milwaukee County web site.  Seven proposals were received.  A five-member committee evaluated the proposals.  The three agencies with the highest combined score were invited back to interview with Zoo management.  It was determined that Red Arrow Advertising was the best choice for the Zoo’s needs.


RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that following review by Community Business Development Partners Office, Corporation Counsel and Risk Management, the Director of the Milwaukee County Zoo be authorized to execute a professional services contract with Red Arrow Advertising for advertising services for 2013 and 2014, including a two-year renewable extension.




FISCAL NOTE


An appropriation of $60,000 for advertising services is included in the 2013 Adopted Budget for the Milwaukee County Zoo.




_____________________________________
Charles Wikenhauser
Zoo Director

C:	Chris Abele, Milwaukee County Executive
Supervisor Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Scott Manske, Comptroller
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
Tia Tohorst, Director of Legislative Affairs, County Executive’s Office
	Patrick Farley, Director, Department of Administrative Services
Craig Kammholz, Fiscal and Budget Administrator, DAS
	Stephen Cady, Fiscal and Budget Analyst, DAS
	Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, County Board
	Vincent Masterson, Fiscal and Management Analyst, DAS
	Vera Westphal, Deputy Zoo Director (Administration & Finance)
	Laura Pedriani, Public Affairs & Services Director, Zoo
	Sue Rand, Accounting Manager, Zoo
