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Date:		January 12, 2016

To:		Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

[bookmark: _GoBack]From:	John Dargle, Jr., CPRP, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture 

Subject:	Sowing, Empowering, and Eliminating Deserts of food (SEED) Program Quarterly Update – INFORMATIONAL 

ISSUE
A verbal presentation by representatives from Hunger Task Force, University of Wisconsin-Extension, and Growing Power relative to the SEED program.

BACKGROUND
File No. 15-351 established the Sowing, Empowering, and Eliminating Deserts of food (SEED) Program and required quarterly updates to the Board of Supervisors.

In September 2015, the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) finalized a Memorandum of Understanding with both the Hunger Task Force and the University of Wisconsin – Extension outlining roles, responsibilities and expectations of all parties regarding the SEED program.  In addition, a 10-year Agricultural Lease with Growing Power was finalized in November 2015 for the purpose of establishing 10-acres of orchard.

Written updates from Hunger Task Force and UW-Extension are included as attachments to this report.  Growing Power has indicated that they will plant 1,000 trees over a 3-month period from April to June 2016.  The trees will be a variety of fruit trees including apple, cherry and plum.  Additional trees will be planted in September and October 2016.  The DPRC will work with Growing Power’s orchard specialist throughout the year.

RECOMMENDATION
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.

Prepared by: Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs, Parks



Approved By:


							
John Dargle, Jr., CPRP, Director			


Attachment A:	Hunger Task Force report
Attachment B:	University of Wisconsin–Extension report


copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., Chairman, County Board
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
	Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee
Jeremy Lucas, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Allyson Smith, Committee Coordinator, Office of the County Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research and Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
	Sherrie Tussler, Hunger Task Force
	Eloisa Gomez, University of Wisconsin-Extension
	Will Allen, Growing Power
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