File No. 10-400
(Journal, December 16, 2010)

(ITEM 4) A resolution by Supervisors Thomas, Mayo, Weishan, De Bruin, Lipscomb and Harris, authorizing and directing the Director of Economic Development to prepare an economic development plan for Milwaukee County, by recommending adoption of the following:

A SUBSTITUTE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, according to an October 2010 report entitled, “Wisconsin Poverty Projections through 2020,” conducted by the University of Wisconsin’s Community and Environmental Sociology Department,  the overall number of people living in poverty in Wisconsin is expected to increase for all racial categories regardless of household type; and


WHEREAS, poverty in Wisconsin is expected to continue to disproportionately affect racial minority families through 2020, if historical trends persist, which does not even take into account the effects of the recent national economic downturn; and

WHEREAS, the historic trends in Milwaukee County’s poverty rate and the state of the national and global economy is impetus for the county to develop an economic development plan that would provide a roadmap to create and retain businesses in Milwaukee County by leveraging the wealth of county resources including but not limited to the airport, transit system, county road system, and housing and block grant programs; and

WHEREAS, the economic development plan should be developed by the Milwaukee County Economic Development Director in partnership with the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission and appropriate county staff; and

WHEREAS, an advisory committee consisting of a maximum of 15 members shall be created to guide the development of a comprehensive economic development plan and shall be appointed by the County Board Chairman; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes and directs the Director of the Economic Development Department to develop an economic development plan for Milwaukee County; and

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, that the Economic Development Director shall work in partnership with the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission and appropriate county staff; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board establishes the Economic Development Plan Oversight Committee to guide plan development, which shall include a maximum of 15 members, three of which shall be Milwaukee County Board Supervisors and all shall be appointed by the Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the proposed scope of work for SEWRPC shall have the following study elements: 

(1) Review of existing economic development conditions in Milwaukee County, 

(2) Assessment of the County’s infrastructure, 

(3) Analysis of existing economic development efforts by Milwaukee County as well as other private for-profit and not-for-profit agencies in Milwaukee County, 

(4) Survey of economic development activities and needs, 

(5) Formulation of a Milwaukee County economic development plan,

(6) An action plan to implement the recommended objectives, which are of the greatest need and importance,

(7) Identification of potential funding sources, including but not limited to all federal, state and county programs such as Economic Development Administration grants, block grants, housing, brownfield, gap funding and surplus real estate revenue, to implement each recommendation 

; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the economic development plan should explore  opportunities for job creation based upon Milwaukee County government’s existing infrastructure, programs and services, particularly as related to transit service, and the possible need for new and improved infrastructure, programs and services to ensure job creation in the county; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the economic development plan should explore the creation of a demonstration project(s) through the Federal Aviation Administration, Federal Transit Administration and Federal Highway Administration, as well as any other pertinent federal agency, to provide opportunities for the creation and expansion of women and minority owned businesses in Milwaukee County; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Director of Economic Development shall report back to the Economic and Community Development Committee on a regular basis as to the progress of plan development.

