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Date:		April 29, 2014

To:		Marina Dimitrijevic, Chairwoman, County Board of Supervisors

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Authorization to accept a donation of art – ACTION

POLICY
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) requests authorization to accept a donation of art to be installed at Boerner Botanical Gardens in Whitnall Park pursuant to Wis. Stats. 59.52(19).

BACKGROUND
Mr. Richard Edelman, a local metal sculptor, is offering to make a gift of a permanently installed sculpture in conjunction with the 75th anniversary of Boerner Botanical Gardens.  The steel sculpture is entitled “Sundial” and would be set on a poured foundation for stability and permanence.  The sculpture would be simple, graceful, and in harmony with the garden.

Sundials are traditional in landscape architecture and in botanical gardens. They evoke sun, seasons, and the cycle of life.  Sundials also provide visual focal points without blocking views since they can be "seen through" and cast changing shadows.  The sculpture will not actually be calibrated to keep time; however, it will create an evocative reference to the movement of the sun and seasons.  

The proposed installation site would be to the west of the Education and Visitor Center, to the South of the Circle and the Oval formal shapes, in line with the west exit doors in order to center and stabilize the site lines.  

RECOMMENDATION
The Parks Director recommends that the DPRC be authorized to accept the donation of art to be installed in Boerner Botanical Gardens in Whitnall Park.

Prepared by: Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs




Recommended by:				Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	John Dargle, Jr., Director



Attachment A – Picture of sculpture

copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board
	Sup. Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee	
	Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
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