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(Journal, April 21, 2011)

(ITEM NO. )  A Resolution by Supervisor West opposing provisions in State legislation reducing funding, setting program enrollment caps, and granting the Wisconsin Department of Health Services broad authority to modify the Medical Assistance Program without legislative oversight, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, in February of 2011, Governor Scott Walker introduced Wisconsin 
Act 10, the 2009-2011 Budget Repair Bill, a modified version of which he signed into law on March 11, 2011; and
WHEREAS, the Budget Repair Bill, contained changes to the State’s Medical Assistance Programs (MA) that would affect residents of Milwaukee County; and

WHEREAS, the MA Program changes include rules changes affecting reimbursement models and current and future enrollees’ eligibility levels and benefits; and

WHEREAS, the MA Programs affected by the changes include, but are not limited to:
· BadgerCare Plus and its subprograms

· CORE for Childless Adults 

· The Family Planning Waiver Program

· Medicaid for the elderly, blind and disabled and its subprograms 

· Supplemental Security Income (SSI)-related Medicaid 

· MA Purchase Plan 

· Institutional and community-based long-term care programs, including Family Care, Community Options Waiver Program (COP), and Community Integration Program (CIP)

· Katie Beckett Program

· Senior Care

; and

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) would be able to make the aforementioned changes with minimal legislative oversight through the administrative rule process; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County has concerns that residents may lose eligibility for MA programs; and
WHEREAS, the MA Program changes could result in the potential loss of Federal matching dollars for County-matched services and additional changes to the payment structure and amounts; and

WHEREAS, Governor Walker introduced his 2011-2013 State Budget in March, 2011; and

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Budget included a $500 million reduction in MA Program funding; and

WHEREAS, many programs operated within the Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human Services Behavioral Health Division, Disabilities Services Division, and Delinquency and Court Services Division are funded with Medicaid revenue, including, but not limited to: 

· Children’s Long-Term Support 

· Patient Care Revenue

· Community Services including BHD operated and contracted services 

· Inpatient and long-term behavioral health care 

· Community-based programming such as Community Support Program (CSP), 

· Wraparound Milwaukee

; and


WHEREAS, the Governor’s Budget also included a provision capping enrollment to the Family Care Program effective June 20, 2011; and

WHEREAS, should this provision pass as part of the budget, Milwaukee County will not be able to clear its waiting list of approximately 2,000 disabled individuals awaiting enrollment in Family Care and will have to implement a waiting list for seniors for the first time in nearly a decade; and

WHEREAS, the provisions in the aforementioned State legislation would affect a substantial portion of Milwaukee County residents who currently participate in the State MA Programs or are waiting to do so; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Health and Human Needs, at its meeting of April 13, 2011, recommended approval of the said resolution (vote 4-1); now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby opposes the following provisions in pending and approved State legislation that would adversely affect residents of Milwaukee County: 

· The broad authority given to the Department of Health Services to modify the medical assistance program with limited legislative oversight, which was included in the Budget Repair Bill;

· The $500 million reduction in Medical Assistance included in the 2011-2013 State Budget introduced by the Governor;

· The cap on enrollment into the Family Care program included in the 2011-2013 State Budget introduced by the Governor;

; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board directs Intergovernmental Relations staff to communicate the Board’s position on these topics to the Milwaukee County legislative delegation and other appropriate State officials.
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