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Date:

October 11, 2011
To:

Chairman Lee Holloway, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:

Sue Black, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:
City of Wauwatosa Request for Easements for Sanitary and Storm Sewer Improvements – ACTION

Policy 

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) respectfully requests authorization to grant temporary and permanent easements to the City of Wauwatosa (City) so that the City may construct, operate, restore and maintain sanitary and storm sewer improvement drainage facilities and related improvements in the Menomonee River Parkway and the Grantosa Creek Parkway. 

Background

The City has identified four (4) priority improvement projects in the City that will provide improved efficiencies and operations of sanitary and storm sewer functions for its residents.  These projects will also help to relieve the historic and destructive flooding in these neighborhoods.  The projects involve temporary and permanent easements on Milwaukee County owned parkland.  DPRC Staff has met several times with officials and representatives from the City to work to design these improvements in order to minimize impacts to parkland.

The four (4) utility easements and their locations are described as followed:

1. Hoyt Park storm sewer easement to alleviate flooding and storm sewer issues along Meinecke Ave.  The improvements include a 10 foot diameter pipe in 90th Street, with twin 4 foot x 8 foot box culverts to the parkway and Menomonee River, and additional outfalls of storm sewer on Milwaukee County parkland near Hoyt Park.  The easement impacts a total of 8,712 square feet, or 0.20 acres.

2. Ruby Ave. easement at N. 99th St. and N. 100th St. to allow for the installation of new parallel storm sewer pipes with a separate outfall to the Grantosa Creek.  The permanent easement impacts 0.219 acres, and the temporary limited easement impacts 0.023 acres.

3. Ruby Ave. sanitary sewer easement at the Grantosa Creek Parkway to provide needed capacity to prevent storm sewer overflow by adding a 12 inch diameter force main to connect to the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District interceptor sewer.

4. Courtland Ave. storm sewer easement to address surface flooding and convey storm water runoff during peak rainfall events.  The proposed outfall area requires 2,000 square feet, or 0.046 acres to accommodate the proposed 54 inch storm sewer outfall.

By granting these easements, the County would provide the City the land rights needed to implement this portion of the sanitary and storm sewer improvement projects.  DPRC has reviewed the City’s plans for their proposed improvements and finds them consistent with its present and future plans for the parkways, with minimal impacts to the surrounding areas.  The projects are scheduled to be started and completed in 2012.  All areas disturbed by the construction, operation or maintenance of the drainage facilities will be restored to DPRC specifications at no cost to the County.   Appropriate County staff will review and approve all documents as required prior to execution.

Compensation for the easements has been negotiated with the City.  The land value of the proposed easement areas, based upon appraised value, total $16,695.00.  Additionally, a portion of an existing easement will be vacated, resulting in a net land value of the easement of $15,929.00.
Understanding the need for infrastructure improvements to our parkways, DPRC has reached an agreement with the City whereby the City agrees to provide DPRC with a significant amount of parkway and bike facility reconstruction in lieu of land value for the easements.  The resulting value of reconstruction of a portion of the Menomonee River Parkway, from 90th St. to Swan Blvd., along with minor curb and storm sewer inlet repairs is $54,912.00.  The City is also willing to resurface a portion of the gravel bike path along the parkway from 91st St. to Swan Blvd., valued at $22,650.00.  The total value of the construction work to be completed in 2012 is $77,562.00.
Recommendation

The Parks Director respectfully recommends that DPRC, Department of Transportation and Public Works, Corporation Counsel and Risk Management staff be authorized to negotiate, prepare, review, approve, and record all documents and perform all actions required to grant the temporary and permanent easements to the City of Wauwatosa  for the construction, operation, restoration and maintenance of the proposed sanitary and storm sewer drainage improvements, and to execute the required permits for work within the Menomonee River and Grantosa  Parkway.  It is further recommended that the County Executive and County Clerk be authorized to execute the easement and required documents.
Prepared by: David P. Burch, Chief of Planning and Development

Recommended by:



Approved by:

	Jim Keegan, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	Sue Black, Parks Director


cc:
County Executive Chris Abele

George Aldrich, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office


Terrence Cooley, Chief of Staff, County Board

John Ruggini, Interim Fiscal & Budget Administrator, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS

Supv. Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Supv. Jason Haas, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Supv. Jim Schmidt, District 19

Sarah Jankowski, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS

Linda Durham, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk

Glenn Bultman, Research Analyst, County Board
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