COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

Inter-Office Communication

Date:  

December 12, 2022
To:
Marcelia Nicholson, Chairwoman, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors
From:

Wieslawa Tlomak, M.D., Interim Chief Medical Examiner

Subject:  
Petition for Waiver Request on Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances Section 9.05(3)(a) for Amy Michalak, Genevieve Penn and Madeline Baumeister, Forensic Investigators, Medical Examiner’s Office 
Request
The Medical Examiner’s Office is requesting authorization to waive Section 9.05(3)(a) of the Milwaukee County Code of Ethics to allow retired/resigned employees Amy Michalak, Genevieve Penn and Madeline Baumeister to return to work within the Medical Examiner’s Office as contractors.  
Policy
9.05(3)(a) of the Ethics Code, which states no former County employee, for twelve (12) months following the date on which he/she ceases to be a County employee, shall, for compensation, on behalf of any other person other than a governmental entity, provide any contractual services to the County.   
Background
Lead Forensic Investigator Amy Michalak is retiring effective January 3, 2023, and Forensic Investigator Genevieve Penn is retiring February 2023.  Forensic Investigator Madeline Baumeister is resigning effective January 6, 2023. A fourth Forensic Investigator submitted his resignation effective January 3, 2023.  The investigative area of the Medical Examiner’s Office is staffed 24-7 by fourteen (14) Forensic Investigators.  With the planned departure of three employees, this area will be critically understaffed.  Forensic Investigators are the frontline responders to all reportable deaths in Milwaukee County and as such, their tasks are not able to be deferred until adequate staffing levels have been achieved.  Therefore, Amy Michalak, Genevieve Penn and Madeline Baumeister have agreed to remain as contracted staff while replacements are hired and on-boarded.  The typical training period for this position is six months.  Recruitment for these openings is on-going, and we plan to have these positions staffed by mid-January 2023.  
Fiscal Effect

Budgeted funds are available in our 2023 operating budget. 
Approved By
Wieslawa Tlomak, MD, Interim Chief Medical Examiner
Cc:
Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board


David Crowley, County Executive


Mary Jo Meyers, Chief of Staff, Office of the County Executive


Janelle Jensen, Legislative Services Division Manager, Office of the County Clerk

