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A RESOLUTION
Authorizing an appropriation transfer of $200,000 from the Appropriation for Contingencies for the creation of Capital Project WP496 Beech Street Pedestrian Bridge Replacement in the Oak Creek Parkway, City of South Milwaukee


WHEREAS, a timber pedestrian bridge (“the bridge”) located at the intersection of Oak Creek Parkway and Beech Street in the City of South Milwaukee has served as a primary access point to connect a large subdivision to local area schools for approximately 200 young students each year; and

WHEREAS, the bridge has been washed out by recent spring flooding which has caused it to sway substantially, and subsequently closed by the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture (DPRC) in May 2015 due to public safety concerns; and

WHEREAS, on May 4, 2015, Collins Engineers, Inc. performed an inspection on the bridge and concluded that the bridge’s timber beams are failing, and should remained closed to the public until a total replacement can be made; and

WHEREAS, because it essential that this bridge is available for public use in time for the upcoming fall school semester as well as to restore access to surrounding residents, time is of the essence to replace the bridge as soon as practicable; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of South Milwaukee has expressed concern regarding the urgency of the bridge’s replacement, which is of critical need to the public and property welfare of the community of South Milwaukee; and

WHEREAS, in February 2015 the County Board and the County Executive adopted and signed a Memorandum of Understanding between Milwaukee County and the City of South Milwaukee (File No. 15-100), which establishes that the County shall be responsible for the operation, repair, regular maintenance, and/or replacement of the pedestrian bridge located at Beech Street, west of 17th Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, both the DPRC and the Department of Administrative services have stated that there are no budgeted funds available to address the replacement of the bridge, as the project was not included in the 2015 Capital Improvements Budget; and 

WHEREAS, immediate attention is necessary to address the bridge’s dangerous condition, which constitutes the need for expedited action using procedures such as those found in Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances, Section 32.28, and Section 32.25(7)(a)(5); and 

WHEREAS, the Office of the Comptroller is projecting a $17.5 million countywide surplus for 2015, based on first quarter financial data (File No. 15-354), which includes a projection of $5.4 million in contingency funds; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Department of Administrative Services – Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget, is authorized and directed to process an administrative appropriation transfer to allocate $200,000 from the 2015 Appropriation for Contingencies account to create expenditure authority for Capital Project WP496 Beech Street Pedestrian Bridge Replacement located in the Oak Creek Parkway in the City of South Milwaukee (WP496); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture shall use funds appropriated to WP496 for the replacement of the Beech Street pedestrian bridge and any necessary additional improvements related to the project.
