Supervisor James Schmitt, Chairperson

From the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations reporting on:

File No. 11-216/RES 11-359

(Journal, May 26, 2011)

(ITEM      ) A resolution by Supervisors Biddle, Holloway, Broderick, Dimitrijevic, Haas, Harris, Thomas, Lipscomb and De Bruin expressing opposition to current pending legislation in the Wisconsin State Legislature that greatly expands the locations and circumstances where an individual may carry a weapon, by recommending adoption of the following:
AN AMENDED RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin State Senate and the Wisconsin State Assembly are each considering legislation that would repeal prohibitions on carrying a concealed weapon, and although the bills differ in significant ways, each bill allows for the carrying of a handgun, an electric weapon, a knife other than a switchblade or a billy club in virtually any public place in the State; and

WHEREAS, the following is a partial list of public places where, under the proposed legislation, an individual may go armed:

· Public venues such as Lambeau Field, Miller Park, Milwaukee County Zoo, Milwaukee Public Museum, Milwaukee Art Museum, Discovery World, and the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts;
· Other areas of public congregation such as restaurants and taverns, Summerfest and other festivals where liquor is available, shopping malls, state, county and municipal parks, city buses, hospitals and places of worship;
· Publicly-owned facilities other than courthouses and police stations such as the Marcia Coggs Center, the Behavioral Health Division, Senior Centers and non-secure areas of General Mitchell International Airport;
· Day Care centers and school zones (although not on school grounds); and, 

WHEREAS, allowing individuals to carry weapons into these various locations will have a chilling effect on tourism, costing businesses and local governments untold millions in lost revenue dollars; and

WHEREAS, as currently drafted, the proposed legislation has the following potential negative implications for Milwaukee County operations:  

· The County would be required to purchase and install $8,000 magnetometers and $2,000 storage lockers at all public entrances to public buildings such as the Coggs Center, BHD or the common areas of the Airport, in order to be permitted to bar weapons from those buildings;

· In addition to the equipment costs to install magnetometers and lockers at potentially hundreds of building entrances, each magnetometer would require one or two security staff to operate, which, at an hourly rate of $10 - $14, would dramatically increase the unfunded operational costs to Milwaukee County;

· Non-law enforcement and non-judicial individuals may carry weapons in the Courthouse if authorized in writing by any licensed judge, allowing unknown actors to bring weapons into secure areas of the Courthouse; 
· While a business owner may ask a person carrying a firearm to leave the premises (under trespassing laws), Milwaukee County would be expressly prohibited by law from doing the same;
· Milwaukee County, as an employer, would not be able to prohibit employees from carrying concealed weapons in their personal vehicles even if the vehicle is being used in the course of employment; and 

WHEREAS, an expansion of circumstances where an individual may “go armed” is unnecessary, as there are many situations where it is currently permissible for an individual to carry a weapon, including that the person is “not motivated by an unlawful purpose in concealing it,” and the Wisconsin Attorney General has advised local law enforcement to cease ticketing those carrying weapons for disorderly conduct; and


WHEREAS, various law enforcement associations around the state have expressed concerns regarding the proposed legislation, citing the lack of requirements regarding weapons training, permitting, and licensing – deficiencies in the legislation that, because of the lack of readily available data on who may be carrying a weapon, may endanger law enforcement personnel; and

WHEREAS, it is clear from a casual reading of the two pieces of legislation that, as with other recent initiatives of State government, the legislation is hastily crafted and not fully considered with regard to the impacts on law enforcement, business owners, tourism, and the general public; and


WHEREAS, at its meeting on May 23, 2011, the Committee on Intergovernmental Relations recommended approval of an amended resolution (vote 5-0); now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, for the reasons listed above that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby opposes current pending legislation in the Wisconsin State Legislature that greatly expands the locations and circumstances where an individual may carry a weapon; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that if the Legislature passes legislation legalizing concealed carry, it is imperative that the State grant Milwaukee County, as a local government, the unfettered authority to regulate its own facilities (including buildings, land, vehicles, and parking lots) for security purposes; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is essential that the proposed legislation contain felony penalties for carrying a concealed weapon without a permit and for illegally obtaining a weapon through an intermediary or obtaining a weapon for a person prohibiting from possessing such a weapon (“straw buyers”); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Milwaukee County Intergovernmental Relations staff are authorized and directed to communicate this position to the Wisconsin State Legislature as part of the Milwaukee County legislative agenda.   
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