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Date:

May 4, 2011
To:

Chairman Lee Holloway, Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors

From:

Sue Black, Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Request for a Permanent Easement – Action Item

Policy 

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) respectfully requests authorization to grant a permanent easement to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) to allow it to construct the south end of a bridge linking the north end of Mitchell Park to the Hank Aaron State Trail, and to accept from the WDNR newly constructed trail segments to be located in the park.

Background

WDNR is in the process of increasing the length of the Hank Aaron State Trail (Trail) and making additional connections between the Trail and a number of DPRC properties, including Mitchell Park.  A new Trail segment is being constructed between the newly opened Menomonee Valley passage at 37th Street & Pierce and Mitchell Park.  This segment, along with a 20-acre restoration project will be constructed with Federal and Wisconsin Department of Transportation grants, State Stewardship Funds, and private donations.  A bridge will connect the project from the Valley to the north end of Mitchell Park directly behind the Domes.  To facilitate the project, the WDNR requires an easement from DPRC for the bridge’s crossing and construction of its south end on DPRC property.

Additionally, WDNR will construct (1) a sidewalk from the bridge landing to a connection with the 27th Street viaduct, and (2) a small plaza immediately north of the parking lot just west of the Domes to mark the trailhead.  WDNR would like to donate the sidewalk and small plaza to DPRC to be maintained as part of Mitchell Park, since it would be located on DPRC property.

DPRC has reviewed and approved WDNR’s preliminary plans for their proposed improvements, please see attached exhibits.  The proposed easement will provide land rights to construct the bridge, sidewalk and plaza at no cost to the County.  WDNR and DPRC staff have met to ensure that the potential impacts to the Mitchell Park from the proposed easement are minimal, and DPRC is prepared to maintain the improvements as part of its regularly scheduled maintenance of Mitchell Park.  The project is scheduled to be complete by the fall of 2012.  Appropriate County staff will review and approve all documents as required prior to execution.

Recommendation

The Parks Director respectfully recommends that DPRC, Department of Transportation and Public Works, Corporation Counsel and Risk Management staff be authorized to negotiate, prepare, review, approve, and record all documents and perform all actions required to grant a permanent easement to WDNR for the construction of the bridge and Trail segments, and to execute the required permits for the improvements in Mitchell Park and to accept said improvements.  It is further recommended that the County Executive and County Clerk be authorized to execute the easements and required documents.
Prepared by: Paul Kuglitsch, Contract Services Officer/DPRC

Recommended by:



Approved by:

	James Keegan, Chief of Administration and External Affairs
	
	Sue Black, Parks Director


Attachments:
Exhibits

cc:
County Executive Chris Abele

George Aldrich, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office


Terrence Cooley, Chief of Staff, County Board

Supv. Gerry Broderick, Chairman, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Supv. Joe Sanfelippo, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee

Sarah Jankowski, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS

Linda Durham, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk

Glenn Bultman, Research Analyst, County Board
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