800 West Wells Street
Milwaukee, WI 53233
414-278-6128

PUBLIC MUSEUM www.mpm.edu

To: Supervisor Marcelia Nicholson, County Board Chairwoman
From: Ellen Censky, Ph.D., President/CEO, Milwaukee Public Museum
Date: 1 November 2022

Subject: Approval to deaccession a Forest County Potawatomi headdress as requested by the
Forest County Potawatomi Tribe

The Milwaukee Public Museum has received a formal request from the Forest County
Potawatomi (FCP) to return a headdress created by FCP tribal member Dennis Shepard. The
headdress was confiscated as part of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service court case. The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service initially offered the headdress to the Forest County Potawatomi, but they
declined. It was then offered to MPM as a donation in 2000. The headdress will never be on
exhibit at MPM at the request of the Forest County Potawatomi at the time of accession. It has
not been used for education nor will this be a likely possibility in the future.

All necessary investigation has been done to confirm that it complies with the Milwaukee Public
Museum Collections Policy. This deaccession request has been approved by all the required staff
at the MPM and was approved by the MPM Board of Directors at the August 18, 2022, meeting.

As policy states, we are now requesting approval for permission to deaccession from the
Milwaukee County Board and would like these items to be presented at the next possible
Milwaukee County Parks and Culture Committee for initial approval.

Fiscal note
The resolution has no fiscal impact.

Upon these final approvals, please indicate the date approved and return these signed
documents to:

Sara Podejko

Registrar

Milwaukee Public Museum

800 W. Wells Street

Milwaukee, WI 52213

c: County Executive David Crowley

Supervisor Sheldon Wasserman, Chairman, Parks and Culture
Janelle Jensen, Board of Supervisors Committee Coordinator
Kelsey Evans, Parks Committee Coordinator

What will you find?



D2022.1- Forest County Potawatomi Community

APPROVAL FOR DEACCESSION AND TRANSFER

Person in Charge: Dawn Scher Thomae Section: Anthropology Date: 3/30/2022
Section Head: Dr. Aaron Atencio Deaccession Number: D2022.1
Group Requesting Transfer: Forest County Potawatomi Community Address: 8130 Mish ko swen Dr.
Forest County Potawatomi Cultural Center Crandon, WI 54520
Library and Museum
Cat./ Acc. # | Description Culture Current Value
E66590 / Feathered headdress (otterskin, crowned with red-tailed hawk | Forest County $1.000
28839 and harrier feathers) Potawatomi ’

Reason for Deaccessioning:

The Forest County Potawatomi (FCP) Tribe has requested this headdress be returned on behalf of the family from which it was
seized in 1996. Headdress was created by FCP tribal member Dennis Shepard and was confiscated as part of a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife court case. U.S. Fish and Wildlife initially offered it to the FC Potawatomi Museum but they declined, so it was
offered to the MPM as a donation in 2000. Headdress will never be on exhibit at MPM (at request of FCP tribe at the time of
accession) and has not been used for educational or research purposes, nor will this be a likely possibility in the future.

Proposed Method of Disposal: Transfer to the Forest County Potawatomi Community

Registrar Report:

Artifact arrived at the museum on February 10, 2000 as a donation from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service under Title
50CFR 12.36. The circumstances under which the artifact arrived are detailed above. Request for return received from Donald
Keeble (FCP Museum Director) on December 29, 2021. After consultation with a USFW Special Agent, the museum is not
prohibited by law from returning the headdress directly to the F.C.P. Community. Therefore, it is the recommendation of the
Registrar that the artifact proceed onto formal deaccession and transfer to the F.C.P Community.

Documentation attached (as copy): FCP Request Letter, Record of USFW/MPM Conversation, MPM Accession Card,
Transfer Order (February, 2000), Rothstein et al./MPM Correspondence (January, 2000)

Approved:

Curator of Cultural Collections: /L. ,,A,, %’Z D B Date: 202z - o4 -ol
Br. tencj

Vice President/Academic Dean: <5 Date: S-7 % =g

Dr. Jenn' “Zaspel

President/CEO: / J{é@’,ﬂ /C) M‘ Date; O~ A -A42

Ellen Cefisky ‘ _
Action by MPM Board of Directors: __~ |/ ,’-'T.";-)f.f crf ey, ,,-r."-,/vf"}:f( Date: 5;15,7 -/ 5’1 ~LOA B
Action by Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors: Date:

Please forward to the Registrar for formal deaccessioning. The Registrar will not take action until the deaccession request has
been completely approved and endorsed.



A \i FOREST COUNTY POTAWATOMI

)\ CULTURAL PRESERVATION 8130 Mish ko swen Drive
)\gsl.DIVISION Eeanidon, WI 54520

iy

December 29, 2021

Dear Ms. Scher Thomae,

Thank you for taking the time to meet with me to view and discuss the current Potawatomi items in collections
at the Milwaukee Public Museum. In response to our discussion regarding the feathered hat made by Forest
County Potawatomi tribal member, Dennis Shepard, I write to formally request the return of this item,
Catalogue Number: 66590, Accession Number; 28839.

As you know, this item was donated to the Milwaukee Public Museum by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
As the Museum Director and NAGPRA representative for Forest County Potawatomi, we wish to return this
item to the Forest County Potawatomi Community on behalf of the Dennis Shepard family.

I'look forward to working with you on returning this item to our community. We appreciate your time and
assistance. Please contact me directly if you need any further information from me regarding this matter.

Ahaw, migwétth

Jigwé (Donald Keeble)
Museum Director

NAGPRA Representative

Forest County Potawatomi Cultural Center,
Library & Museum

8130 Mish ko swen Drive

Crandon, WI 54520

Ph: (715) 478-7474

Email: Donald.Keeble@ fcpotawatomi-nsn.sov

GIFT SHOP 715.478.7470 o LANGUAGE & CULTURE 715.478.4173 ¢ MUSEUM 715.478.7478
TRIBAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 715.478.7354



3/30/2022

Phone conversation between:
Darin Brandenburg (Special Agent, U.S. Fish and Wildlife) and Sara Podejko (MPM Registration).

Summary:
SA Brandenburg required a summary of the proceedings from 1996. After verbally reviewing the

summary and consequent request letter from Forest County Potawatomi, SA Brandenburg determined
that deaccession and transfer of the hat from MPM to FCP was acceptable. The transfer, however, must
occur between MPM and the FCP Community directly. SA Brandenburg felt there would be a conflict of
interest of MPM initiated the transfer directly with Dr. Sheppard’s family. However, he noted that the
FCP Community may choose what to do with the hat upon transfer . As long as there is no monetary
component to FCP’s possession, USFW will not interfere with MPM’s deaccession and transfer to FCP.



MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM
ACCESSION CARD 0/

28839

Accession No.

March 22, 2000

Accession Date

Catalog Classification Lthnology

Date Rec'd 02 7 10/00_ pate Cataloged 10 /02 22000

From _S.A. Gregory M. Jackson (staff[] )

Dept. of Interior/U.S. Fish & Wildlife =~ - =~

4511 Helgesen Drive

Madison, WI 53718

Cat # Description

66590-Feathered hat Potawatomi

Squat, circular otterskin hat, crowned

i

with red-tailed hawk and harrier feathers.

beaded leather band of red crosses,

outlined in orange on a blue field is sewn
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ROTHSTEIN, DONATELLI, HUGHES, DAHLSTROM, CRON & SCHOENBURG, e

Attorneys at Law
January 7, 2000
PETER SCHOENBURG TEL: 505/243-1443
NM Board of Legal Specialization FAX: 505/242-7845 ./
Recognized Specialist in Criminal Law EMAIL: rothlawabg@aol.com

Milwaukee Public Museum
ATTN: Ann McMullen

800 West Wells Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53233

RE: Potowatomi ceremonial hat
Dear Ms. McMullen:

Pursuant to your conversation with my office, | have enclosed color copies of a
ceremonial Potowatomi hat that my client, Dennis Shepard, made and unfortunately,
became part of a criminal proceeding with the U.S. Government.

In lieu of destroying this hat, the U.S. Attorneys office in your area and my client
have agreed to donate the hat to your museum if you are interested. The hat is currently
in the possession of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and if you would like to obtain the
hat, arrangements could be made for its transfer.

Please free feel to keep the enclosed color copies and contact me directly or my
Paralegal, Tracy Fosbinder, at 505-243-1443 if you have any concerns or comments. You
assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated.

erely yours,

Peter Schoenburg
Attorney

PSHlf

cc  Dennis Shepard
Christian R. Larsen, Assistant US Attorney
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25 January 2000

Mr. Peter Schoenburg ;

Rothstein, Donatelli, Hughes, Dahlstrom, Cron, and Schoenburg, LLP
320 Central SW, Suite 30

Albuquerque NM 87102

fax: 505-242-7845

Dear Mr. Schoenburg:

Thank you for your letter of 7 January. In response to your offer to donate the Potawatomi
feathered hat made by Dennis Shepard which was confiscated as part of a criminal proceeding,
the Milwaukee Public Museum would be happy to accept the hat as a donation to its collection.

As I mentioned to Tracy Fosbinder in a recent telephone conversation, we would also like to
receive as much documentation on the item as possible, including a statement from Mr. Shepard
on the circumstances under which he made the hat. This documentation is important to our
collections, especially in creating a context for the hat in the future.

Our experience with accepting Fish and Wildlife seizure items for the collections suggest
that Fish and Wildlife officials will deliver the hat to the Milwaukee Public Museum and that
official forms will accompany it. If you would, please ask Fish and Wildlife to contact me
directly about scheduling delivery and completion of the necessary forms. My direct number is
414-278-2786 or, in my absence, they should speak to MPM'’s Registrar, Claudia Jacobson, at
414-278-2796.

Should you have any questions, or if you would like to discuss this transfer, please feel free
to contact me. We very much appreciate this opportunity to expand our collection of
contemporary Potawatomi items, and thank you for thinking of the Milwaukee Public Museum.

Sincerely,
Ann McMullen, Ph.D.

Curator of North American Ethnology
Section Head, Anthropology

800 W, Wells Street, Milwaukee, W1 53233-1478 » 414/278-2700 » Fax: 414/278-6100
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