File No. 14-115
(ITEM           )  From the Director, Department of Child Support Services, requesting Milwaukee County’s opposition to Assembly Bill 540, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, 2013 Wisconsin State Assembly Bill 540 proposes to significantly alter how child support orders are to be determined initially and how they may be modified; and

WHEREAS, in setting initial child support orders, such alterations include the elimination of any consideration of a parent’s assets, an income cap of $150,000 regardless of a parent’s actual income, and the restriction of courts’ discretion to deviate from the state child support standards when such standards are unfair to the child or either parent by only allowing downward deviations but not upward deviations; and

WHEREAS, in modifying child support orders, such alterations curtail courts’ discretion in determining appropriate outcomes for individual cases by requiring the modification of existing child support orders, if the court finds a substantial change in circumstances, whether or not such change actually warrants modification; and

WHEREAS, these changes would negatively impact the ability of the Milwaukee County Courts and Department of Child Support Services to establish and enforce appropriate support orders for the children and families of Milwaukee County; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, Milwaukee County hereby expresses its opposition to the passage of State Assembly Bill 540; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Government Affairs staff is authorized and directed to communicate Milwaukee County’s opposition to AB 540 to State policymakers and other related officials as appropriate.
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