






DATE:	August 31, 2011

TO:		The Honorable Lee Holloway, County Board Chairman

FROM:	Mark A. Grady, Deputy Corporation Counsel
		
SUBJECT:	Claim filed by:  	Heather & Arnold Stueber
					1239 N. 85th St., Wauwatosa, WI.

		Date of Incident:	September 30, 2010
					

I request that this matter be referred to the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services for approval of a settlement in the above matter.  Authority is requested to settle this claim by Heather and Arnold Stueber for a payment by Milwaukee County to them of $2,681.68 in return for a release of all claims by the Stuebers.  

The Stuebers filed a claim against Milwaukee County following an assault of Heather Stueber in their home by a patient who had left the Behavioral Health Complex.  The patient was on an unlocked unit.  It is claimed that the patient should have been monitored more closely to prevent an unauthorized or unanticipated departure from the facility.  The patient walked to the Stuebers’ home and knocked on their door.  The patient was a stranger to the Stuebers.  When Heather Stueber answered the door, the patient asked to use a telephone.  Eventually, it is claimed that the patient pushed her way into the Steuber home to attempt to use their bathroom.  Heather Stueber resisted the patient’s entry into her home and the patient assaulted her.  

Heather Stueber sought medical attention as a result.  She also received some short-term psychological counseling and needed to have her glasses replaced, as they were broken in the assault.  The Stuebers have submitted medical bills (or portions thereof) for office visits and for medications that were not covered by their health insurance and the cost to replace Heather Stueber’s glasses.  Those charges total $1681.68.  In addition, the Stuebers have agreed to accept $1000.00 in settlement of their potential claim for pain and suffering damages.  The total settlement is $2,681.68.  The Stuebers will provide a release of all claims in return for this payment.  The Office of Corporation Counsel recommends this settlement.
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