File  No. 12-

(Journal, )

(ITEM NO.    )  From the Interim Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC), seeking authorization to accept the donation of 2.6 acres of land, by recommending adoption of the following:

A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS,  in Fall of 2012 the Representative for Steven and Mayda Peckham contacted County Supervisor Deanna Alexander and County staff to discuss the possible purchase of approximately 2.6 acres of land owned by the Peckham’s; and


WHEREAS, subsequent to these discussions the Peckham’s sent correspondence to the DPRC offering to donate this land for addition to the Park System; and


WHEREAS, this property is located at 12040 W. Appleton Avenue in the City of Milwaukee; and


WHEREAS, the property directly abuts the Menomonee River Parkway along the east bank of the river, north of Appleton Avenue, just east of the County Line; and


WHEREAS, this tract of undeveloped land is comprised mostly of wetland and low woodlands along the flood plain; and


WHEREAS, the Parks Department has undertaken several steps to evaluate the appropriateness of adding this property to the Park System; and


WHEREAS, DPRC Planning and Development staff have reviewed the property and its attributes and evaluated its significance related to the adopted Park and Open Space Plan for Milwaukee County and other established plans and goals; and


WHEREAS, staff from the Parks Department and the Department of Administrative Services – Environmental Services has walked the site to evaluate the natural resources and look for any signs of potential environmental contamination or other concerns; and


WHEREAS, the conclusion of this inspection was that no apparent environmental problems exist on the site and that further investigation is not warranted; and 
WHEREAS, to assist in the evaluation of this site the Parks Department requested that the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC) perform an evaluation of the property for environmental and recreational significance; and

WHEREAS, SEWRPC staff has performed its investigation of the site and concluded that the subject parcel would be a meaningful addition to the existing County park system and adjacent Primary Environmental Corridor; and

WHEREAS, the Parks Department feels that this property would provide an excellent addition to the park system in terms of connectivity potential and open space and natural resource preservation; and 


WHEREAS, the Interim Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture has recommended that the DPRC be authorized to accept the donation of the 2.6 acre property located at 12040 W. Appleton Avenue from Steven and Mayda Peckham and that appropriate County staff be authorized to prepare, review, approve, execute, record and/or implement the required documents or perform actions to facilitate the acquisition of this property; now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the Interim Director of the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Culture to accept the donation of the 2.6 acre property located at 12040 W. Appleton Avenue from Steven and Mayda Peckham for addition to the Park System; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Interim Parks Director, the Department of Administrative Services, Risk Management, Corporation Counsel and Register of Deeds are authorized to prepare, review, approve, execute, record all documents and to perform all actions required to facilitate the acquisition of this property; and,


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon acquisition of this property by Milwaukee County it shall be dedicated as Park Land; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Executive and County Clerk are authorized to execute any required documents.
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