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From the County Executive, requesting 
					

A RESOLUTION

 Recognizing Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin as a Vital Asset to the Health, Safety, and Well-Being of Milwaukee County Women, Men, and Families

WHEREAS, for 80 years, Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin has served thousands of women, men, and families in Wisconsin each year with compassionate, comprehensive, high quality health care, including life-saving breast and cervical cancer screenings; STD testing, treatment and prevention; annual wellness exams; family planning and birth control counseling and services; referrals for pre-natal care, mammograms, domestic violence intervention and counseling services, and adoption; and safe, legal abortion services; and

WHEREAS, one in five women have come to trust Planned Parenthood at some point in their lives; and

	WHEREAS, for many women, Planned Parenthood is the only healthcare available to them; and

	WHEREAS, in 2015, Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin provided quality healthcare services to 28,000 patients in its Milwaukee County health centers, making it the largest community-based reproductive healthcare provider in Wisconsin; and 

	WHEREAS, in more than 51,000 patient visits for health care services in Milwaukee County in 2015, Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin provided more than 2,000 breast and cervical cancer screenings, more than 28,000 STI tests and treatment, nearly 5,500 HIV tests and counseling, 10,300 annual wellness exams, and more than 75,000 birth control methods ; and

	WHEREAS, this critical healthcare service not only improves quality of life for women, men, and families, but saves money as well, with every dollar invested in family planning services saving $7.09 in Medicaid and other public expenditures that otherwise would have been needed; and

WHEREAS, the decision of when to start or grow a family is personal and has a wide-ranging impact on the physical, economic, and emotional well-being of women and men; and

	WHEREAS, low and middle-income women, and women of color, are more likely to have access to the comprehensive reproductive healthcare and preventive wellness care that allows them to live with dignity and manage their families on their own terms; and 

WHEREAS, 63 percent of the patients served by Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin are living below the poverty level and 75 percent of the patients served by Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin identify as persons of color; and 

	WHEREAS, Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin is helping to fill a critical void in our community and reduce healthcare disparities by providing access to comprehensive reproductive and wellness care; and 

	WHEREAS, in October 2016, the City of Milwaukee announced that Milwaukee’s teen birth rate is now at an historic low, a 65 percent decrease since 2006, which can be attributed in large part to increased education and awareness; and 

	WHEREAS, Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin, through its advocacy and outreach services, also helps raise public awareness about the need for comprehensive healthcare, medically and scientifically-accurate sexual education, addressing racial, ethnic, gender-based, and income-based disparities in our community, and reproductive justice; now, therefore,
	
	BE IT RESOLVED, that Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele and the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors recognizes Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin, through its 80 years of service to Wisconsin women, men, and families, as a vital asset to the health, safety, and well-being of Milwaukee County; and

	BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele and the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors supports Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin’s mission to provide comprehensive, confidential, judgment-free reproductive healthcare to patients in need of service; and

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele and the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors recognize reproductive healthcare as a fundamental human right and support in all cases a woman’s right to make her own healthcare choices in consultation with her family, her faith, and supportive medical professionals.


