





COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE
INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION


DATE	:	June 10, 2018
	
TO	:	Milwaukee County Board Chairman Theodore Lipscomb Sr.

FROM	:	Charles Wikenhauser, Director, Zoological Department
	
SUBJECT:	Agreement with Universal Exhibition Group for a Brick Dinos Exhibit at the Milwaukee County Zoo in 2019

			Request

The Zoo Director is requesting approval to execute an agreement with Universal Exhibition Group for a Brick Dinos Exhibit for the 2019 season.  The exhibit will be placed in the Otto Bochert Family Special Exhibits Building and be open to visitors from May 22, 2019 to September 2, 2019 and will feature 20 LEGO dinosaur models, eight interactives and nine other displays.

Background

The Milwaukee County Zoo wishes to continue offering unique and educational exhibits that introduce young people to the importance of wildlife, conservation and natural history.  In order to obtain these exhibits, the Zoo must often enter exhibition contracts far in advance of the actual on-site exhibition.

The exhibit will feature dinosaurs and other prehistoric creatures built of LEGO bricks.  The exhibit includes two large sculptures and custom-lit plinths featuring a recreation of well-known dinosaurs in their surroundings including a Crocodile-like Sarcosuchus lurking in a Cretaceous swamp and herds of Diplodocus grazing in a Jurassic forest.  In addition, there are LEGO recreations of fossils, dinosaur skeletons and paleontological digs.  A life-sized Pterosaur hangs overhead and the large models are brought to life with lighting effects and sound.
	
The exhibit also includes engagement activities for all ages from building your own prehistoric beast and adding it to the play dioramas to digging for “fossilized” LEGO pieces.  

In order to secure this exhibit for 2019, the Zoo is required to pay a deposit of $35,000 in 2018 with the remaining amount of $124,200, which includes $19,200 for shipping and set up costs to be paid in 2019.

Early approval of the exhibit is needed now so that the exhibit can be reserved.  A preliminary expenditure and revenue budget is attached for 2019 and the final budget will be included in the Zoo’s 2019 Budget Request.


Recommendation

It is recommended that the Zoo Director or his designee be authorized to execute an exhibition agreement with Universal Exhibition Group in 2018 for presentation of a Brick Dinos Exhibit in 2019.
	


_________________________________________
Charles Wikenhauser 	
Director, Zoological Department 
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cc:		County Executive Chris Abele
		Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, County Executive
		Scott Manske. Comptroller
		Supv. Jason Haas, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environmental Committee
		Supv. Sheldon Wasserman, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy and Environmental 
		  Committee
		Supv. James Schmitt, Chair, Finance and Audit Committee
		Supv. Willie Johnson Jr., Vice-Chair, Finance and Audit Committee
		Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board of Supervisors
		Joseph Lamers, Director of Performance, Strategy & Budget, DAS
		Steve Cady, Research and Policy Director, Comptroller’s Office
		Erica Hayden, Research Analyst, Comptroller’s Office
		Kelsey Evans, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee Coordinator
		Shanin Brown, Finance and Audit Committee Coordinator
		Jeremy Lucas, Budget and Management Analyst, DAS
		Vera Westphal, Deputy Zoo Director (Administration/Finance/Operations)
Laura Pedriani, Director of Communications and Marketing


