File No. 13-274
(ITEM           )  A resolution by Supervisors Lipscomb, Broderick, Borkowski, and Taylor in support of the State enacting legislation to allow Milwaukee County to have the option of appointing the Milwaukee County Treasurer, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Office of Milwaukee County Treasurer is an administrative position, has no policy making authority, and whose duties are strictly administrative, which are set forth in Wisconsin State Statutes; and
WHEREAS, with a $1.3 billion County operating budget and $340 million in short term investments, the position of Milwaukee County Treasurer serves as administrator of the County’s fiscal services and requires expertise in accounting, banking services, and investment management; and

WHEREAS, such corporate treasurers in the private sector are hired on the basis of their financial management skills; and

WHEREAS, the duties of Milwaukee County Treasurer have drastically changed since the creation of this position in the early 1800’s, including: (1) the oversight provided by the Office of the County Executive’s Central Budget Office created in 1960, (2) the adaption of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) that define treasury services accounting standards, (3) an annual independent outside audit of all Treasury activity, (4) the Treasurer’s submission of quarterly reports to the County Board, and (5) the creation of the Milwaukee County Comptroller position in 2012, which closely audits the Treasurer’s financial operations; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin’s only county of the first class, is exempt from similar state mandates for elections of the County Coroner and County Surveyor and now requests that the Milwaukee County Treasurer be added to that list; and
WHEREAS, this resolution does not support a change in the election of the county treasurer in other Wisconsin counties, many of which do not have County Executive Central Budget Office oversight, separately elected and independent County Comptroller, full-time Office of County Auditor, and a separate County Board or reporting process; and
WHEREAS, on the county level, nine states, including neighboring Minnesota, have changed their laws to allow the option of appointment of the County Treasurer for counties of the first class; seven of those nine states have enacted those laws since 2004; and

WHEREAS, a change in the State Constitution to allow for the appointment of the Milwaukee County Treasurer will recognize that it has already become a de facto appointed position; and

WHEREAS, three of the five previous County Treasurers were appointed to fill vacancies, two that were elected left office in mid-term, and three out of the last five County Treasurers supported making the Office of County Treasurer an appointed position; and
WHEREAS, the County Commission for the 21st Century, the Public Service Administration Study, a Management Letter by Arthur Anderson, a County Board Study, and the Milwaukee Journal Editorial Board have called for eliminating the elected office of Milwaukee County Treasurer; and

WHEREAS, the first step to the appointment of a qualified financial manager to the position of Milwaukee County Treasurer is to pass a state constitutional amendment that removes the state mandate to elect the Milwaukee County Treasurer and, instead, allow Milwaukee County to determine how to best fill that position with a qualified accounting, banking, and investment manager to serve the County’s 21st century fiscal needs; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors does hereby support using the appointment process to obtain a qualified fiscal manager to fill the position of County Treasurer; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors does hereby support the introduction and passage of a state constitutional amendment to give Milwaukee County the option of having an appointed Milwaukee County Treasurer.
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