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Proposed State of Wisconsin Historic Marker at junction of hiking trails N of 110th & Beloit Road

(Sixteen lines with maximum of 53 spaces per line permitted)
ROOT  RIVER                                                             PARKWAY                     

The Root River system began its formation starting                                                             about 20,000 years ago during the last part of the                                                    Wisconsin glaciation after the ice sheet began to                                                             retreat.  The course of the resulting river starts in                                                          eastern New Berlin and flows through southwest                                                     Milwaukee County before emptying into Lake                                                              Michigan at the City of Racine (French for “Root”).                                                       Teeming with fish and game, the Root River and its                                                    drainage area attracted many early Native Americans.                                                            Later residents of the nearby area now within the                                                                      City of Greenfield found “more than a bushel basket”                                                                     of stone artifacts and a copper tool c3000-500 BC.,                                                                                 “innumerable little Indian heads as short as an inch                                                                           and the largest were 4-5 inches long”, as well as a                                                                      trove of projectile points that were uncovered by a                                                                 young boy during the 1950’s.                                                     

(Continued on other side)        
ROOT RIVER                                                            PARKWAY

(Continued from other side)

Following the Treaty of Chicago in 1833, the most                                                               recent inhabitants, the Potawatomi, moved north                                                                        or west.   Land sales soon occurred, first mainly to                                                                Yankees, then next to Irish and German immigrants                                                               who often made purchases sight-unseen, perhaps                                                                             hoping to find “green fields”.  They struggled to                                                                                produce crops. During the mid-20th century a number                                                                of residences were built on areas of the floodplain,                                                                   with many later demolished following years of                                                             subsequent flooding.  Charles Whitnall, the “father” of                                                                       the Milwaukee County Parks System, had included                                                                   the Root River Parkway in his 1923 master plan.                                                                    Land acquisitions during the “New Deal” era led to its                                                        creation as a premier recreational resource.                                                                                  In 2013 portions of the Root River Parkway were                                                                        listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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