File No. 12-332

(ITEM             ) From Corporation Counsel, recommending payment in the amount of $27,500 to MacGillis, Wiemer, LLC for attorneys’ fees incurred on behalf of Roy M. Felber, MDSA and Philip Wentzel in settlement of Roy M. Felber, et al v. Milwaukee County, et al, Case No. 11-CV-1296, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, a lawsuit was filed in the Milwaukee County Circuit Courts against Milwaukee County, Sheriff David A. Clarke Jr. and Veronica Robinson by Roy M. Felber, as President and on behalf of the Milwaukee Deputy Sheriff’s Association and Philip H. Wentzel alleging the Milwaukee County Personnel Review Board’s (“PRB”) release of information regarding disciplinary action taken against Philip H. Wentzel (”Wentzel”); and


WHEREAS, Wentzel was investigated by the Internal Affairs Division of the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office (“MCSO”) regarding his actions on January 12, 2010, wherein he left his job post and retrieved a deer carcass that had been left on the side of the road and the investigation found Wentzel’s actions to have violated various MCSO rules and regulations and the Sheriff recommended a 25-day suspension; and


WHEREAS, in March 2010, a reporter for WTMJ Channel 4, requested the information and records relating to the suspension from the PRB, who released the Notice of Suspension and several attachments, which included quotes from Wentzel’s interview with Internal Affairs and WTMJ Channel 4 published in a press release the information it received; and

WHEREAS, on December 22, 2011, Judge Jane Carroll granted summary judgment to Felber, et al., determining that the release of this information violated Wis. Stats. § 19.36(10)(b)’s prohibition against releasing disciplinary records pertaining to an ongoing investigation and deferred ruling on the privacy claims; and


WHEREAS, negotiations between the County by the Office of Corporation Counsel, the Plaintiffs, Roy Felber, MDSA and Philip Wentzel and MacGillis Wiemer, LLC, who represented the plaintiffs in this lawsuit, resulted in a settlement agreement to settle all claims arising out of the complaint and dismissal of the remaining claims in the lawsuit and a release of claims by Roy Felber, Philip Wentzel and the MDSA for the sum of $27,500; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that Milwaukee County approves the payment of $27,500 to MacGillis Wiemer, LLC, for attorneys’ fees incurred on behalf of Roy Felber, MDSA and Philip Wentzel to settle all claims arising out of the lawsuit and the dismissal of said lawsuit.
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