
By Supervisors Romo West and Haas
File No. 12-
(ITEM
   ) A resolution in support of Forward Wisconsin: A Plan for the Prevention of Sexual Violence 2010-2015, from the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault (WCASA).
A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) asked recipients of Rape Prevention Education funding, which the CDC distributes to States to support rape prevention activities, to develop a statewide primary prevention plan; and


WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Sexual Violence Prevention Program contracted with the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault (WCASA) to engage in an expert/community driven effort to develop recommendations and strategies to end sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, WCASA is a membership agency comprised of organizations and individuals working to end sexual violence in Wisconsin; and


WHEREAS, WCASA works to ensure that every victim in Wisconsin gets the support and care they need and to create the social change necessary to ensure a future where no child, woman or man is ever sexually violated again; and

WHEREAS, the result of WCASA’s work is Forward Wisconsin: A Plan for the Prevention of Sexual Violence 2010-2015 (Forward Wisconsin); and

WHEREAS, Forward Wisconsin is inclusive of all citizens and communities who seek to prevent sexual violence regardless of race, ethnicity, ability, gender identity, sexual orientation, language, religion, or age; and

WHEREAS, in using this plan, communities are advised to collaborate with existing and new non-traditional partners to identify and implement effective prevention language and strategies, build community support and leadership, empower community members to be active in changing social/cultural norms that support violence, and seek additional resources to support community-focused activities to prevent sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, Forward Wisconsin suggests Wisconsin moves to prevent sexual violence by establishing strategies to combat the following focus areas both State-wide and locally: 
· Data Collection, Analysis, and Dissemination 
· Design, Implementation, and Evaluation Strategies 
· Public Policy 
· Community and Offender Accountability
· Communications
; and
WHEREAS, the Milwaukee area is fortunate to have resources available to help sexual assault victims, including: the Sexual Assault Treatment Center, the Healing Center, and Pathfinders; and
WHEREAS, Never Alone Milwaukee, was founded in 2012 as a community-based sexual assault advocacy program, which will operate in partnership with: The Healing Center, Sexual Assault Treatment Center, Pathfinders, and Latina Resource Center; and
WHEREAS, Violence Against Women Act funding has allowed Milwaukee County to dedicate the following staff to focus on domestic violence and sensitive crimes: four domestic violence prosecutors, one sensitive crimes victim advocate, and four contracted victim advocates; and

WHEREAS, in November, 2011, the Milwaukee County Board passed a resolution (File No. 11-622) establishing the Milwaukee County Task Force on Human Trafficking to study and make recommendations on policies, practices, prevention and service models that protect Milwaukee County’s youth from being victimized and sexually exploited; and

WHEREAS, in December, 2011, the Board passed a resolution (File No. 11-749) supporting the use of Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners in Milwaukee County hospitals; and
WHEREAS, sexual violence has a profound and life-long effect on its victims, and every effort to put a stop to it needs to be made; and
WHEREAS, support of Forward Wisconsin by organizations and governmental bodies helps publicize this important report’s message; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors supports the attached plan, Forward Wisconsin: A Plan for the Prevention of Sexual Violence 2010-2015, from the Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault (WCASA), and will assist, where possible, in developing strategies to implement the plan; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall furnish a certified copy of this resolution and accompanying report to Never Alone Milwaukee; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall also furnish a certified copy of this resolution and accompanying report to the Milwaukee County Task Force on Human Trafficking so they may consider its recommendations as they strive to make recommendations protecting youth from victimization and exploitation.

