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An authorization to pay attorneys’ fees and back pay awarded in the matter of Kenneth Kraemer v. Milwaukee County, Equal Rights Division Case No. CR200800323, by recommending adoption of the following:
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Kenneth J. Kraemer (hereinafter “Kraemer”) filed a complaint with the State of Wisconsin Equal Rights Division, Case No. CR200800323, against Milwaukee County; and

WHEREAS, the complaint alleged that Milwaukee County discriminated against Kraemer based upon his arrest record, within the meaning of the Wisconsin Fair Employment Act; and

WHEREAS, on October 11, 2012, the State of Wisconsin Labor and Industry Review Commission found that Milwaukee County discriminated against Kraemer based upon his arrest record when it suspended his employment, but that Milwaukee County did not discriminate against Kraemer when it discharged him; and

WHEREAS, the Commission denied Kraemer’s request for an award of attorneys’ fees in the amount of $130,740.00, but ordered that Milwaukee County pay Kraemer’s reasonable attorney fees incurred in pursuing this matter in the total amount of $70,587.00, with $53,526.00 of that amount payable jointly to Kraemer and Attorney Tricia Knight and $17,061 of that amount payable jointly to Kraemer and Horizons Law Group, LLC.; and

WHEREAS, the Commission ordered that Milwaukee County pay Kraemer wages for his unlawful suspension from February 27, 2007 through April 2, 2007, the day on which he was notified of his discharge, totaling $8,698.25, but the Commission declined to grant Kraemer’s request for reinstatement to his County position and declined to order payment of back wages for the period between Kraemer’s discharge on April 2, 2007 and its decision on October 11, 2012; and

WHEREAS, Kraemer has filed a pro se petition for review of the Commission’s decision and order in Milwaukee County Circuit Court and Milwaukee County filed a cross-appeal of the Commission’s decision; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Corporation Counsel and retained counsel for the County, Al Levy of Lindner & Marsack S.C., recommend that the Commission’s order be paid as ordered and that Milwaukee County seek the circuit court’s affirmation of the Commission order and its dismissal of Kraemer’s petition for review; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Judiciary, Safety and General Services at its meeting on December 20, 2012 voted (_________________) to recommend adoption of this resolution; 

NOW, THEREFORE;

BE IT RESOLVED, that Milwaukee County approves the payment of a total of seventy thousand, five hundred eighty-seven dollars ($70,587.00) to Kraemer and Attorney Tricia Knight and Horizons Law Group, LLC., with fifty-three thousand, five hundred twenty-six dollars ($53,526.00) payable jointly to Kraemer and Attorney Knight and seventeen thousand, sixty-one dollars ($17,061.00) payable jointly to Kramer and Horizons Law Group, LLC., and approves a payment to Kraemer in the amount of eight thousand six hundred ninety-eight dollars and twenty-five cents ($8,698.25) for back wages; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Milwaukee County shall seek the circuit court’s affirmation of the decision and order of the Commission and its dismissal of Kraemer’s petition for review.  
