By Supervisor Nicholson							     File No. 23-685


A RESOLUTION

Requesting the Offices of Government Affairs, Strategy, Budget and Performance, Comptroller, Corporation Counsel, Human Resources, and other staff that may be needed, to submit an informational report related to the fiscal impacts on Milwaukee County of 2023 Wisconsin Act 12 and the policy provisions contained in the state legislation


WHEREAS, on June 20, 2023, Governor Tony Evers signed Assembly Bill 245, now 2023 Wisconsin Act 12, providing a historic increase of state funding for local governments (“shared revenue”) and enabling the City of Milwaukee and Milwaukee County policymakers an opportunity to enact local sales taxes to help eliminate pension funding liabilities; and 

WHEREAS, 2023 Wisconsin Act 12 (Act 12) contains numerous provisions that went into effect immediately following the Governor’s signature; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County has long advocated for fiscal tools to help address its structural deficit, primarily due to expenditures rising faster than revenues largely due to stagnant state aid; and

WHEREAS, as federal pandemic aid is exhausted, Milwaukee County transit faces a “fiscal cliff” beginning in 2025, and without a solution, an estimated 20% cut in services would amount to nearly half of the current routes being eliminated; and

WHEREAS, strict tax levy limits prohibit making up the budget shortfall without a harmful reduction in critical services including, but not limited to, human services, law enforcement, and quality of life items such as transit and the parks system; and

WHEREAS, Act 12 enables Milwaukee County to enact a 0.4% countywide sales tax increase with the approval of two-thirds of the Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, it is critical to understand the various policy and fiscal provisions in Act 12 so policymakers can carefully weigh the impact to the County before considering a 0.4% increase in the sales tax; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby requests the Offices of Government Affairs, Strategy, Budget and Performance, Comptroller, Corporation Counsel, Human Resources, and other staff that may be needed, to submit an informational report to the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors for the July cycle regarding the fiscal impacts on Milwaukee County of 2023 Wisconsin Act 12 and the policy provisions contained in the state legislation.
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