
File No. 12-194
(ITEM        )  From the Sheriff, requesting authorization to execute a Professional Services Contract with TelePsych, Inc. to provide psychiatric services for inmates at the County Correctional Facilities, by recommending adoption of the following:
AN AMENDED RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, pursuant to Milwaukee County Ordinance Chapter 56, the Sheriff is requesting referral to proper board committee for review and disposition, authorization to execute a contract for inmate psychiatric services at the Milwaukee County Correctional Facilities; and 
WHEREAS, in 1996, Milwaukee County became a defendant in litigation (Milton Christensen, et al vs. Michael J. Sullivan, et al) regarding jail overcrowding and health care services and after extended negotiations in the class action lawsuit, a consent decree was entered into by Milwaukee County in 2001; and 

WHEREAS, one portion of the consent decree was the establishment of standards of medical and mental health care for inmates housed and a court appointed monitor who is currently Dr. Shansky; and 

WHEREAS, the County Correctional Facility has had difficulty hiring and retaining psychiatrists for the Correctional Facilities and has been without a psychiatrist for the past eight months; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Shansky worked with detention staff and indicated the need for immediate action to get coverage for psychiatric services and the CCFC was able to obtain the necessary psychiatric care by entering into a contract with TelePsych, Inc and attached to this report is a letter from Dr. Shansky in support of the contract with TelePsych, Inc. to fulfill the medical requirements of the consent decree as it relates to psychiatric services; and
WHEREAS, TelePsych, Inc. will provide the following functions to the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office:

· Provide inmate adult psychiatry services and medication management of mental health and additional issues including the evaluation, diagnosis and treatment of adult inmates

· Determine the necessity for an inmate’s seclusion and restraint

· Serve as expert witness in court for Milwaukee County

· Completion of medical records

· Participate in quality improvement activities; and

WHEREAS, the term of the contract is for one year March 1, 2012, through February 28, 2013 and may be extended for up to two additional one year periods for a total potential contract of three years and the contract is for $135/hour for every hour worked not to exceed 40 hours per week for a maximum annual cost of $280,800; now, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Sheriff is hereby authorized to execute a contract with TelePsych, Inc. to provide psychiatric services for inmates at the County Correctional Facilities of the Office of the Sheriff for March 1, 2012 to February 28, 2013. 
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