File No.  

(Journal, )

(ITEM *) Report, From the Director, Department of Health and Human Services, Requesting Permission for Milwaukee County to be Added to the State of Wisconsin - Department of Health Services Medicaid State Plan Amendment for Community Recovery Services by recommending adoption of the following:

A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, Milwaukee County currently provides Community Support Programs (CSP) as its only psychosocial rehabilitation benefit for Medicaid eligible individuals; and 

WHEREAS, Targeted Case Management (TCM) is also available to a “targeted” population of persons with a severe and persistent mental illness and all individuals within that group are eligible to receive that service; and 

WHEREAS, there is a very wide clinical gap between these two services, and for the past few years the Behavioral Health Division (BHD) has been exploring the addition of another psychosocial rehab benefit to smooth the transition between CSP and TCM and create a “ramp” instead of a very large step down in service intensity and delivery; and 

WHEREAS, in 2010, the Health and Human Needs (HHN) Committee heard an informational report from BHD on the benefits and concerns of adding a new CRS, 1915(i), to the continuum of community-based services; and

WHEREAS, the HHN committee to request further exploration by BHD on ways of limiting the county’s fiscal exposure due to the potential high number of eligible individuals within the county; and
WHEREAS, the State Department of Health Service (DHS) proposed moving CRS from a 1915(i) waiver to a § 1937 Benchmark Plan via a state plan amendment (SPA) of the Wisconsin Medicaid plan since a § 1937 Benchmark Plan can potentially add both back and DHS has requested that interested counties submit a letter to them indicating their desire to be included in CRS by July 1, 2012; and 

WHEREAS, initial estimates identified 1,760 current BHD clients that meet the criteria for CRS and due to the high number of individuals eligible for this benefit, administering CRS is very similar to a managed care program like Family Care; and 

WHEREAS, in May, 2012 the BHD Administrator, BHD staff and Milwaukee County stakeholders met with the State Department of Health Services Administrators to discuss ways to reduce the County’s fiscal exposure including ideas like the development of a risk reserve similar to Family Care; and
WHEREAS, the Mental Health Redesign Task Force has recommended strengthening community services and pursuing CRS is a step in that direction and CRS adds a service array that doesn't currently exist by including Supported Employment, Community Living Supportive Services, and using peers as providers; and 
WHEREAS, there is no fiscal impact related to this action; now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Director of the Department of Health and Human Services, or his designee, is authorized to allow Milwaukee County to be added to the State of Wisconsin - Department of Health Services Medicaid State Plan Amendment for Community Recovery Services. 
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