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Date:	April 1, 2014

To: 	Gerry Broderick, Chair, Parks, Energy and Environment Committee

From:	John Dargle, Jr., Director, Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Subject:	Whitnall Park Rotary Capital Improvement Proposal for Boerner Botanical Gardens – INFORMATIONAL


ISSUE
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture (DPRC) presenting a verbal report on a proposal from Whitnall Park Rotary for capital improvements to Boerner Botanical Gardens in Whitnall Park.

BACKGROUND
The DPRC was approached by the Whitnall Park Rotary with a desire to initiate a service project within Whitnall Park.  It was determined that the largest need was to provide an accessible walkway from the Upper Gardens to the Bog Gardens (Attachment A).  Currently, the Upper Gardens and Bog Gardens are connected by a path composed of limestone and a series of wood railroad ties secured with galvanized pipes.  Over the years the limestone has eroded, the railroad ties have rotted, and during heavy rain events, the path is unusable.    

DPRC staff prepared a preliminary plan for the construction of the walkway (Attachment B).  The eight foot wide pathway will have a concrete frame inlaid with permeable pavers set on drainage material.  The proposed walkway will be curvilinear moving through a rise in the Juniper Collection and wind to the start of the wooden Bog Garden Bridge.  Near the halfway point of the path a paver patio framed by large limestone blocks will act as a seat wall for people using the route.  It is proposed that the pavers in the patio and walkway will be inscribed with donor’s names.  Plantings will also be added to the area.  

The total project cost is estimated at approximately $226,000.  In 2012, the Rotary, with the endorsement of the Friends of Boerner Botanical Gardens, began raising funds for this project and to date the Chapter has raised over $100,000.  In 2013, the Chapter received a commitment from the DPRC matching amenities funds of $75,000.   

RECOMMENDATION 
No action requested.  Informational item unless further action required.


Prepared by: Jim Ciha, Landscape Architect, DPRC 


Recommended by:						 Approved by:


	Laura Schloesser, Chief of Administration and External Affairs

	
	John Dargle, Jr., Parks Director




Attachment A – Location Map
Attachment B – Plan


copy:	County Executive Chris Abele
Amber Moreen, Chief of Staff, County Executive’s Office
	Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board 
Sup. Khalif Rainey, Vice-Chair, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee
	Sup. Steve Taylor, District 9, County Board of Supervisors 
		Daniel Laurila, Fiscal Mgt. Analyst, Admin & Fiscal Affairs/DAS
		Alexis Gassenhuber, Parks, Energy & Environment Committee Clerk
		Jessica Janz-McKnight, Research and Policy Analyst, Office of the Comptroller
		Scott Manske, Comptroller, Office of the Comptroller
	Shirley Walczak, Boerner Botanical Gardens
	Jim Helminski, Rotary Chapter President
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