File No. 12-798

(ITEM        )  From the Office of Corporation Counsel, recommending payment in the amount of $45,000 to the Trust Account of Pledl & Cohn S.C. on behalf of S.C. and her guardian Kindcare-Easter Seals in settlement of all potential claims, by recommending adoption of the following:

A RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, S.C. received mental health services from the Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human Services—Behavioral Health Division ("BHD") beginning on July 1, 2009; and

WHEREAS, S.C. was admitted to BHD acute care unit 43-D following an emergency detention on July 1, 2009, was transferred to BHD acute care unit 43-C on July 23, 2009, and since September 11, 2009, has resided in the Hilltop center at BHD; and

WHEREAS, S.C., through Kindcare-Easter Seals, as guardian for S.C., by their counsel, has threatened suit against Milwaukee County and its employees with respect to the constitutional sufficiency of care given to S.C. by BHD during the periods set forth above; and

WHEREAS, the costs of the defense of the threatened suit by S.C. would far exceed the cost of settlement, regardless of outcome; and

WHEREAS, the unpredictability of the admission of inadmissible and prejudicial evidence at trial could result in a substantial and uninsured judgment against Milwaukee County; and


WHEREAS, without admission of liability by either, the parties wish to settle any potential claims in order to avoid the uncertainty and costs of litigation; and


WHEREAS, the proposed settlement agreement provides for mutual release of all claims in return for a payment by Milwaukee County to the claimants and their counsel in the amount of $45,000; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Corporation Counsel recommends this settlement; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors does hereby approve a payment in the amount of $45,000 to the Trust Account of Pledl & Cohn S.C., on behalf of S.C. and her guardian Kindcare-Easter Seals, in settlement of all potential claims, in return for mutual releases of all potential claims.
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