
By Supervisor Romo West

File No. 15-305
A RESOLUTION
Requesting the Milwaukee County District Attorney to conduct a thorough investigation and analysis of the circumstances surrounding the death of Milwaukee County resident Janet Johnson in relation to Milwaukee County’s behavioral health system
WHEREAS, on February 17, 2015, Milwaukee County resident Janet Johnson was released from the Milwaukee County House of Correction with the understanding that she would be accepted to the United Community Center’s rehabilitation program as an inpatient, as arranged by her caseworker at the Wisconsin Community Services agency; and
WHEREAS, Ms. Johnson was evaluated at the United Community Center and she was discharged that same day, at which point she returned to Wisconsin Community Services to wait for alternative home placement; and
WHEREAS, Ms. Johnson left the Wisconsin Community Services before receiving placement and was later found freezing and unresponsive in the middle of the street near 35th and Clarke Street on the morning of February 18, 2015, unable to be resuscitated; and 

WHEREAS, the Medical Examiner has indicated that the cause of Ms. Johnson’s death may be related to complications as a result of hypothermia; and

WHEREAS, due to this tragic breakdown of communication and proper evaluation within Milwaukee County’s behavioral health system, it is necessary for the process of discharge and home placement of patients and clients to be assessed in order to ensure the safety and care of all residents; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County has a duty to reevaluate any system or procedure that could potentially put the wellness and safety of residents at risk; now, therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County District Attorney is requested to conduct a thorough investigation and analysis of the circumstances surrounding the death of Milwaukee County resident Janet Johnson as it correlates with any liabilities on behalf of  Milwaukee County’s behavioral health system; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the completion and reported results of the investigation, Milwaukee County will proceed with the necessary and appropriate actions to improve or reform any processes found to be faulty so that potential incidents may be avoided going forward.

