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From the Zoo Director, Zoological Department, requesting authorization to apply for and accept U.S. Small Business Administration Shuttered Venues Operator Grant (SVOG) funds for Fiscal Year 2021, by recommending adoption of the following:

A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Zoo is one of the top four attractions and largest cultural institution in Wisconsin; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Zoo has a full-time staff of 135 and an additional 150 seasonal and hourly staff during peak season; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Zoo grounds lie on 192-acre wooded campus and is home to 2,213 specimens of 330 species; and 

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Zoo is open every day except Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day; and 

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Zoo was open for regular operations in 2020 through March 14; and 

WHEREAS, on March 15th, 2020, the Milwaukee County Zoo was forced to close to the public due to the COVID-19 pandemic, State of Wisconsin and local health department regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) created the Shuttered Venues Operator Grant (SVOG) to provide emergency financial assistance for eligible venues affected by COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, funding is awarded to eligible venues based on revenue loss as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Zoo is an eligible venue for the SVOG opportunity and incurred revenue loss due to the COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, the Milwaukee County Zoo applied for the SVOG on April 8, 2021.

WHEREAS, the SBA awarded the SVOG to the Milwaukee County Zoo on August 8, 2021.

WHEREAS, the SVOG grant does not require a local match; and

WHEREAS, the County will be the fiscal agent for the grant; and

WHEREAS, in order to meet the grant requirements, a separate non-interest-bearing trust fund must be established to deposit the grant monies which the County will receive; and 

WHEREAS. the Finance Committee will take this item up at its September 16, 2021 meeting; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the Zoological Department, to retroactively apply for, and accept, the 2021 Shuttered Venues Operator Grant (SVOG) funds; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Comptroller’s Office in conjunction with the DAS-PSB and Zoo are directed to establish a new trust fund and have administrative authority to recognize the revenue and align expenditure authority per the grant rules to benefit the Milwaukee County Zoo.
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