By Supervisor Rainey
File No. 15-636


A RESOLUTION

Urging the Milwaukee County Executive to develop a Milwaukee County Office on African American Affairs
WHEREAS, it is the public policy of Milwaukee County to ensure equal opportunity for all of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County has the largest and most ethnically diverse county in Wisconsin; and

WHEREAS, according to the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Milwaukee County is home to 240,203 African Americans, comprising 69.4% of Wisconsin’s African American population and the largest minority group in Wisconsin; and

WHEREAS, according to the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, nearly 90% of Wisconsin’s African American population lives in its 6 southeastern counties (Milwaukee, Dane, Racine, Kenosha, Rock, and Waukesha); and

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County has the greatest percentage of African American residents at 25.6%; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin ranks last in the nation regarding the overall well-being of African American children based on an index of 12 measures that gauge a child’s success from birth to adulthood; and
WHEREAS, according to the Nation’s Report Card, among the states Wisconsin is tied with Nebraska for the highest score gap between African American and Caucasian students, based on eighth grade math scores; and

WHEREAS, additionally, a report prepared for the State of Wisconsin, Department of Public Instruction, found that the trend of the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concept Examinations over five academic years, from 2008-2013, indicated that the Black-White achievement gap continues to widen for both reading and mathematics; and 

WHEREAS, a University of California-Los Angeles (UCLA) report found that Wisconsin’s kindergarten through grade 12 schools (k-12) suspend African American high school students at the highest rate nationally and with the second-highest disparity suspension rate between African American and Caucasian students; and

WHEREAS, the 2010 United States Census Bureau showed Wisconsin having the highest African American male incarceration rate in the nation, with over half of African American men in their 30s in Milwaukee County having served prison time; and

WHEREAS, a study by Trust for America’s Health and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation revealed that Wisconsin has the highest rate of obesity in African American adults at 45.8 percent; and

WHEREAS, African Americans age 65 or older are more likely to live in poverty, compared to a 6.7 percent rate for Caucasians; and



WHEREAS, Forbes Magazine’s March 2011 edition listed the Milwaukee Metropolitan Area as last among 52 cities in the United States for minority entrepreneurship; and  


WHEREAS, creation of a Milwaukee County Office on African American Affairs is integral to recognition and resolution of Milwaukee County’s racial inequities for the benefit of all of its citizenry and for the region to achieve its full potential; now, therefore, 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the Milwaukee County Board urges the Milwaukee County Executive to create a Milwaukee County Office on African American Affairs;  and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the creation of a Milwaukee County Office on African American Affairs include as its objectives: the examination and definition of issues central to the rights and needs of African Americans; recommendations for changes in programs and laws that disparately impact African Americans; development and implementation of policies, plans, and programs related to the special needs of African Americans; and promotion of equal opportunities for African Americans. 
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