By Corporation Counsel

A RESOLUTION

To create a process by which resolutions, ordinances or reports are formally referred to the Office of Corporation Counsel for legal opinion.  

WHEREAS, over the years, the Office of Corporation Counsel has received requests for legal opinion by the full County Board,  by the County Board Chairman, and by the various Standing Committees, and 

WHEREAS, the Office of Corporation Counsel has received requests for legal opinion with county-wide significance from individual County Board Supervisors and,

WHEREAS, the Office of Corporation Counsel, needs to prioritize requests for legal opinion, and desires to provide effective, efficient legal advice without regard to partisanship, with clarity and transparency to the entire Milwaukee County Board, and 

WHEREAS, given the reduction of staff over the years, it is vitally important to establish a process by which resolutions, ordinances or reports are formally referred to the Office of Corporation Counsel for legal opinion; now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that there is hereby created a process by which resolutions, ordinances or reports are formally referred to the Office of Corporation Counsel for legal opinion in priority order: (1) directive of the full County Board, (2) directive of the County Board Chairman, (3) directive of Standing Committee(s).   Requests for legal opinion received from individual members of the County Board will be reviewed on a case by cases basis.  Individual members’ requests will generally be considered (4) in order of priority, and must be determined by the Office of Corporation Counsel to lack county-wide significance to be appropriately received outside of the established process. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that resolutions, ordinances or reports referred to the Office of Corporation Counsel for legal opinion shall be sent via electronic mail directed to the Corporation Counsel, with a carbon copy to the Deputy Corporation Counsel, and with specificity, will articulate the legal question(s) for which advice is requested.  
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