COUNTY OF MILWAUKEE

INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION

DATE:
December 12, 2016
TO:

Theodore Lipscomb, Sr., Chair, County Board of Supervisors

Michael Mayo, Sr., Chair, Transportation, Public Works & Transit Committee
Peggy A. West, Chair, Finance and Audit Committee
FROM:
Brian Dranzik, Director, Department of Transportation

SUBJECT: 
AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH BOELTER + LINCOLN FOR AIPORT MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
POLICY

Entering into a multiple year professional services contract, and contracts in excess of $300,000.00, require County Board approval.

BACKGROUND

Milwaukee County’s General Mitchell International Airport (GMIA) has long retained a marketing & communications firm. The firm has used a variety of methods to promote the Airport, including target market research, strategy development, and production and placement of online, outdoor, broadcast and print advertising.


AGENCY REVIEW PROCESS

Proposals were recently solicited for an agency to perform marketing & communications work for both GMIA and Timmerman airports beginning in 2017. 

The Request for Proposals (RFP) was posted on the Business Opportunities link on the Airport Website and the Milwaukee County Website. Notice of the RFP was shared with Milwaukee County Community Business Development Partners office for notification to vendors. Advertisements offering the RFP were placed in either the online or print editions of:


Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Milwaukee Daily Reporter


Milwaukee Times

Spanish Journal
Proposals were submitted by two agencies. The two qualified proposals were reviewed by a selection committee comprised of Airport staff.
The RFP set a goal of 17% DBE participation, and both agencies met this goal in their proposals.
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RECOMMENDATION

The recommendation of the selection committee is that the Airport contract with Boelter + Lincoln. The program proposed by Boelter + Lincoln included a blend of marketing and communications initiatives the committee believed would most benefit the Airport in attracting new passengers and air service. G. Moxie is Boelter + Lincoln’s DBE partner in this venture, and is certified as a DBE by Milwaukee County’s office of Community Business Development Partners.
The agreement will commence upon final signatures by both the contractor and Milwaukee County and run through December 31, 2018, with the option to renew for two additional one-year periods. The amount of the contract is $250,000 annually.

Airport staff recommends that the selection of Boelter + Lincoln be approved and further recommends that the Airport Director be authorized to execute a professional services agreement between Milwaukee County and Boelter + Lincoln to provide the Airport marketing and communications services.



FISCAL NOTE

Funding for this service in 2017 is budgeted in the Airport's advertising account. The Airport would include funding for the 2018 portion of the Contract as part of the 2018 requested budget.  There is no fiscal effect on the tax levy of Milwaukee County.

Prepared by:  Patricia Rowe, Marketing & Communications Director
Approved by:
________________________________
___________________________
Brian Dranzik, Director

Ismael Bonilla

Department of Transportation


Airport Director
CC:
Chris Abele, Milwaukee County Executive

Raisa Koltun, Chief of Staff, Milwaukee County Executive’s Office


Kelly Bablitch, Chief of Staff, County Board of Supervisors


Steven Kreklow, Director, DAS-PSB


James Martin, Deputy Director, Department of Transportation


Karen Freiberg, Deputy Airport Director, Finance & Administration
