Supervisor Michael Mayo, Sr., Chairperson, 

From the Committee on Transportation, Public Works, and Transit, reporting on:
File No. RES 11-385
(ITEM           )  A Resolution by Supervisors Weishan and Mayo establishing the Milwaukee County Zoo Interchange Work Group, by recommending adoption of the following:
AN AMENDED RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Zoo Interchange opened to traffic in 1963, is one of Wisconsin’s oldest interstate interchanges, and is currently the busiest interstate in the State of Wisconsin; and

WHEREAS, the Zoo Interchange is the connection between Interstate-94, Interstate-894, and U.S. 45 in Milwaukee County near the Milwaukee County Zoo; and

WHEREAS, the Zoo Interchange plays a vital role in the State’s economy; and

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) recently announced its selection of a preferred alternative, the Reduced Impacts Alternative (RIA), for construction and expansion of the Zoo Interchange; and

WHEREAS, there are many major institutions and tourist attractions that are in close proximity to the Zoo Interchange including Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, Froedert Hospital, Mayfair Mall, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee County Grounds/Research Park, Milwaukee County Zoo, Wisconsin Lutheran College, Wisconsin State Fair Park, and Wisconsin Lutheran High School; and

WHEREAS, it is in Milwaukee County’s best interest that a streamlined, coordinated and open effort of stakeholders be established to ensure Milwaukee County is compensated and protected during this important process; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Milwaukee County Zoo Interchange Task Force will be charged with the responsibility of negotiating and monitoring issues with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT), including but not limited to land acquisition; storm water management; environmental impacts; transit issues; noise abatement, and issues concerning state, local, and municipal roads; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that during this process, parkland (i.e. greenhouses, green spaces) will be evaluated separately due to different regulations set upon them; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Task Force membership will consist of the following representatives as appointed by the County Board Chairman:

Milwaukee County Research Park Director (or designee) (Chair)

Milwaukee County Department of Public Works (or designee)

Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Department Representative (or designee)

Milwaukee County Zoo Representative (or designee)

Medical County Medical Complex Representative (or designee)

Milwaukee County Health & Human Services Facilities Representative (or designee)

Milwaukee County Parks Department Representative (or designee)

Milwaukee County Real Estate Services Representative (or designee)

Milwaukee County Transit System Representative (or designee)

; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, meetings will be held at the Call of the Chair, any deal negotiated with WisDOT is subject to County Board approval, the Task Force will hold an organizational meeting in July 2011, and sunset at the conclusion of the Zoo Interchange project.
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